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“I don’t want a lot for Christmas / There is just one thing I need…”
Mariah Carey’s relentless-if-
somewhat-catchy Christmas tune 
invaded my ears this week as I was 
browsing at the mall, and that’s when 
Christmas hit me full-on in all its 
sickeningly jolly splendour. 
It was as if a curtain had drawn from 
my eyes, and looking around I realized 
that the store windows had fake snow, 
there was a suspicious amount of red 
and green, and an actual mall Santa had 
staked his claim in the atrium, with a line 
forming of forward-thinking families. 
And I thought to myself: “Seriously? 
Already?” 
I knew it was coming. In fact, at 
the other publication I work for we 
had already started writing up our 
seasonal “Things to do in Vancouver 
this Christmas,” and “Where to get your 
Christmas tree” articles.
But I told myself that we were just 
getting a foot up on the competition; 
that, with Halloween over, the public 
needed somewhere more festive to 
look towards than the mustaches of 
Movember. 
But I didn’t think it was mall Santa 
time quite yet, and I still don’t.
It seems as though, every year, 
Christmas (and I would say “The 
Holidays” but this is very much a sin 
committed by Christmas above all 
else) sneaks up further and further 
into November, to the point that we’re 
still trying to finish eating the leftover 
Halloween candy when the candy canes 
and chocolates make their seasonal 
reappearance. 
I’ve got nothing against Christmas, 
or any other holidays for that matter. I get 
it, it’s fun giving presents to loved ones, 
sitting around a family dinner, and doing 
the whole Santa thing. 
But when people start blasting 
Christmas music, saying things like “It’s 
that time of year again,” and making sure 
that every single radio advertisement has 
something to do with the fact that the 
holidays are coming up, it can get a little 
tiresome. 
I mean, yeah, it’s a low-hanging fruit 
to grab, and I’m not completely oblivious 
to my own hypocrisy in writing a Lettitor 
about the very thing I’m telling people to 
shut up about. 
When it comes down to it, however, 
it’s clear that letting the holidays bleed 
into November dilutes December’s 
cheer for the worse, so that by the time 
the actual day rolls around people are 
breathing a sigh of relief, rather than 
shouting out in celebration. 
And we’ve all got enough on our 
plates already, wouldn’t you think? 
Cheers,
Chandler Walter
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TransLink has received the first of its new double-decker buses and 
launched a three-month tryout for 
routes across the Lower Mainland. 
Two double-decker buses were 
provided free of charge for the trial by 
the manufacturer, Alexander Dennis, 
according to a report by the Vancouver 
Sun. These new buses have almost twice 
the seating of regular buses, making 
them massively useful for crowded routes 
that have started appearing over the 
last few years. The routes involved will 
be the 301, 311, 351/354, and the 601/602 
all to Bridgeport Station, and the 555 
to Lougheed Station. Other routes are 
also being considered for the double-
decker buses, focusing on the massive 
traffic increases coming from Surrey.
Increased ridership from the Lower 
Mainland into Vancouver is one of the 
major motivating factors for the change, 
according to an information bulletin 
on the TransLink website. TransLink is 
focusing heavily on increasing transit 
service for Surrey and Langley, with the 
new bus-fleet changes being only part 
of the initiative; a controversial new 
Light Rail Transit system is also moving 
forward, though a full SkyTrain extension 
is part of the discussion as well. The age 
of many of the buses also presented an 
opportunity, as some are almost 20 years 
old, and replacing them will allow the 
city to experiment. However, not all busy 
routes will have these new buses—the 99 
B-Line to UBC, for example, will continue 
to use articulated buses as they are better 
suited for the frequent stops that makes 
the B-Line so busy, said TransLink CEO 
Kevin Desmond in a CBC News report.
TransLink and Coast Mountain 
officials said that the buses are built 
to fit underneath obstacles. Over 
the last several months, certain 
buses were equipped with special 
rigging to test for problems with tree 
branches, overpasses, and tunnels.
According to a report in the 
Vancouver Sun, Desmond said that 
while double-decker buses are “new for 
TransLink”, they are successfully and safely 
“operated all around the world”. Other 
safety concerns include a lack of security 
on the top floor and the top-heavy nature 
of double-decker buses being harder to 
control, both of which are being examined 
as part of the three-month trial.
A total of 32 double-decker buses 
have been ordered, with 27 of them 
replacing existing and aging buses, 
and the remaining five expanding the 
bus fleet, according to a report in the 
Vancouver Sun. TransLink is applying 
to fund these new buses with federal 
gas tax money, and their total request 
for the year is 180 new transit vehicles, 
which will include conventional and 
articulated buses, updated community 
shuttles, and new electric battery buses. 
The new vehicles are expected to arrive 
throughout 2018 and 2019, with double-
decker bus service opening with a 
staggered release throughout both years.
TransLink tests new 
double-decker buses
öö Buses will run routes in Lower 
Mainland for three-month trial
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Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
These new buses have almost twice 
the seating of regular buses.”
Searching for a Career?
Choose Payroll
Becoming a Payroll Compliance Practitioner (PCP) will ensure you 
have the compliance knowledge and payroll skills needed for success. 
•   Employers look for this certification when hiring and pay a 5-10% 
higher salary to those who have achieved it (Robert Half’s 2017 
Accounting & Finance Salary Guide).
•   Payroll Certification broadens the knowledge base and skill set for 
Business, HR and Accounting students.
•   PCP Certification requires four key courses offered at many colleges 
and online.
The Canadian Payroll Association can guide you on your path, try our 
online course demo today. 
For more information 
visit payroll.ca
“Having my Payroll 
Compliance Practitioner 
3&3FHUWL¿FDWLRQKDVJLYHQ
PHJUHDWHUFRQ¿GHQFHLQ
my job. With the wealth 
RINQRZOHGJH,REWDLQHG
through the PCP program, 
,FDQDQVZHUTXHVWLRQV
TXLFNO\DQGDFFXUDWHO\´
Nadine H., PCP
3D\UROO$GPLQLVWUDWRU
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Ontario college instructors forced to 
end strike
öö Students missed five weeks of class, 
semester potentially salvageableBy 
Jake Wray
News Editor
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A forum at Douglas College, entitled “Truth and Reconciliation: Cities 
and Citizens,” delved into the many 
complexities of the history and 
future of New Westminster and its 
relationship with Indigenous people.
This event is the fourth forum 
that Douglas College has hosted 
on urban issues. Panelists Dr. 
Gail Edwards, Rob McCullough, 
and Dave Seaweed discussed the 
history of New Westminster and 
its Indigenous inhabitants, and the 
kind of action that needs to be taken 
to move towards reconciliation. 
Edwards, a history professor at 
Douglas College, told the story of her 
family settling in North America. 
“My family’s story is fairly typical of 
settler-born Canadians,” she said. “What 
all my ancestors had in common was that 
the land on which they farmed was the 
land of Indigenous people of the United 
States and Canada; land that had been 
taken through purchase, and through 
treaty, and land that was unceded.”
McCullough, manager of museums 
and heritage services for the City of 
New Westminster, discussed some 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s calls to action.  
“A significant call to action that 
specifically identifies where we can 
act is number 47, which calls upon 
federal, provincial, territorial, and 
municipal governments to repudiate 
concepts used to justify Europeans 
sovereignty over Indigenous peoples 
and lands, such as the doctrine of 
discovery and terra nullius, and to 
reform those laws, government policies, 
and litigation strategies that continue 
to rely on such concepts,” he said. 
McCullough said many of the calls to 
action cannot be accomplished without 
support from outside the government. 
“Many of the calls require more 
than a team of city staff to deliver, 
they require deeper engagement and 
collaboration with the Indigenous 
community,” he said. “An example is 
number 57, which calls upon government 
to provide education to public servants 
on the history of aboriginal peoples.”
Seaweed, an aboriginal co-ordinator 
at Douglas College, voiced concerns 
about dialogue without action. 
“We’re kind of in the honeymoon 
phase,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see lip service, we want to make sure 
that things are moving forward.”
Seaweed said the City has 
made some positive moves 
following the calls to action.
“The government came in, right 
after the report came out, and came to 
each institution and went to the … VP 
Academic and myself, and [gave us] 
a questionnaire,” he said. “And in the 
Truth and Reconciliation calls to action, 
there’s 12 that are dealing specifically 
with education, and [the questionnaire] 
went into each one, in depth, and 
said, ‘what have you done, what are 
you doing, and what do you plan on 
doing?’ So, we’re excited about that.”
500,000 college students in Ontario haven’t been to class in five weeks.
Their fall semester was waylaid when 
the Ontario Public Service Employees 
Union (OPSEU,) the union for Ontario 
college instructors, voted on October 16 
to strike after a breakdown in contract 
negotiations with the College Employer 
Council (CEC), which represents post-
secondary institutions in Ontario. 
The union was fighting for greater 
academic freedom and fighting against 
“exploitation” of instructors employed 
under temporary contracts, according 
to a press release issued by the OPSEU 
October 15. In recent years, numerous 
post-secondary instructors across 
North America have spoken out against 
the prevalence of precarious part-
time employment contracts that force 
instructors to re-apply for their job 
each semester and accept low wages. 
The CEC called the union’s demands 
“unreasonable,” saying that the demands 
would increase annual costs for Ontario 
colleges by $400 million and eliminate 
over 4,000 teaching jobs, according to a 
press release issued by the CEC September 
20. Negotiations between the colleges and 
the union failed to produce results in the 
five weeks that students were out of class.
Now, the Ontario government 
has passed legislation forcing the 
college instructors back to work, 
effective November 20. Students 
will return to class November 21.
Premier Kathleen Wynne and 
her Liberal government moved back-
to-work legislation on November 16 
with a goal of having students back in 
class by November 20, according to 
a report by CBC News, but that was 
temporarily blocked when the Ontario 
NDP refused to back the legislation.
Andrea Horwath, leader of the 
Ontario NDP, said in a press release 
issued November 17 that her party wanted 
students back in class by November 20 
as well, but only if the teachers’ union 
and colleges can come to an agreement.
“I will not support back-to-work 
legislation. I want students back in 
classrooms Monday [November 20,] and 
I want that achieved through a deal,” she 
said in the press release. “It looks like 
Kathleen Wynne wanted to use anti-
worker back-to-work legislation all along.”
Legislators debated the back-to-
work legislation throughout the weekend 
of November 18 and November 19. 
Deb Matthews, Liberal MPP 
and Ontario minister of advanced 
education, told reporters that the 
Ontario NDP’s move to block the 
bill was unfair to students.
“This is up to the NDP, we could 
have passed this last night,” Matthews 
said November 17, according to a Globe 
and Mail report. “This is cruel what 
they are doing to students right now. 
Students have been through so much, 
there has been so much uncertainty.”
Ontario students have expressed 
essentially-unanimous frustration 
with the strike, but they have various 
opinions about who is to blame.
Julian Ghloum, an insurance and 
risk-management student at Fanashwe 
College, wrote a letter to Wynne blasting 
her and the Liberal government for 
inaction, according to a report by Global 
News on October 20. He wrote that the 
government should pressure the CEC to 
accept some of the OPSEU’s demands.
“If the lack of government 
involvement continues, you can guarantee 
to have lost my vote, and I would safely 
bet that a large majority of the 500,000 
students affected by this strike,” Ghloum 
wrote. “I think it’s unfair that our 
livelihoods are at risk while the resolution 
to this conflict hasn’t even begun.”
Krista Seager, a second-year nursing 
student at St. Clair College, said she 
blames the teachers for jeopardizing 
her education, according to a CBC 
News report published November 16.
“I feel the teachers are being greedy,” 
she told CBC News. “They’ve gotten 
most of what they want … sometimes 
you have to make an agreement 
and let one or two things go.”
Zachary Babins, a public relations 
student at Seneca College, told CBC 
News his mental health has suffered due 
to the stress and loss of routine caused 
by the strike. Babins said he and other 
students are facing serious consequences 
from the strike, despite the fact that they 
support the teachers, according to a CBC 
News report published November 12.
“A lot of us, we really feel for the 
teachers and we want them to have 
the tools they need to succeed,” he 
told CBC News. “But at the same time, 
we feel caught in the crossfire.”
Many students are demanding 
refunds on their tuition. #WePaytoLearn, 
a petition on change.org demanding 
tuition refunds, has accrued 138,000 
signatures. Students who quit college 
because of the strike are eligible for a 
tuition refund, according to a report by 
the Toronto Star published November 20.
Amir Allana, a paramedic student at 
Humber College and one of the authors 
of the #WePaytoLearn petition, said both 
sides of the strike dispute need to consider 
the student perspective, according to a 
report by CBC News published October 14.
“We want to send a clear message 
to both college administrations and 
unionized faculty: We pay your salaries. 
It is our tuition money that you are 
fighting over. Get back to the bargaining 
table, compromise, and figure it out. Or 
we want our money back,” he told CBC 
News. “We are not taking a position. Both 
sides have a right to bargain and both 
sides have a right to this conversation. We 
are just a third stakeholder that has not 
been heard throughout this process.”
According to CBC News, a 
class-action lawsuit was launched 
November 14 on behalf of students 
seeking tuition refunds.
More to come.
Douglas College hosts truth 
and reconciliation forum
öö Panel discusses calls to action in New Westminster
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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There is always this want or desire to be popular or relevant. You see 
this happen often in high school where 
kids will try to change themselves to 
fit in with what is trendy or popular, 
while usually stripping away what 
actually makes them who they are. On 
Reputation, Taylor Swift attempts to do 
this from a musical standpoint and for 
the most part fails to find her footing in 
the ever-evolving world of popularity. 
This album is the follow up to 1989. 
On that album, Swift took synth pop into 
the stratosphere, crafting a fun albeit 
predictable chart-topper. However, in 
the years since that release, the chart 
landscape has changed to feature more 
trap-style production and definitely a 
lot more hip-hop records charting high. 
With this in mind, Swift attempts to meet 
these new standards of success. Gone 
are the gooey guitar strings and glitzy 
piano arrangements, being replaced with 
snappy 808 drums, deep sub, and more 
hip-hop-leaning melodies. This results in 
a darker tone, new to Swift’s repertoire, 
and while it is cool to see her step out and 
try something new, the results are not 
great. On Reputation, a lot of the music 
comes off as forced and disingenuous, 
which is a big no-no when dealing 
with anything resembling hip-hop. 
That isn’t to say that there aren’t 
interesting or positive results on the 
album. On the standout track, “End 
Game,” Swift is at her most confident 
and even shows off a little bit of swag 
as she talks about wanting to be the be-
all, end-all for the guy in her life. Swift 
sounds lyrically charged and vocally loose, 
which blends well with the bombastic 
drums and in-your-face percussion that 
swirls around the vocals throughout. 
The features on this song are fantastic, 
with Future dropping his most coherent 
verse ever while Ed Sheeran shows off 
a bouncy flow as he effortlessly works 
the beat to perfection. “Getaway Car” 
is a nice change of pace track on this 
record as the production incorporates 
’80s synth grooves with more modern 
electronic samples. The record sees Swift 
speaking about a love that was never 
going to be a long-term thing. Her vocals 
on this song are surprisingly powerful, 
since she isn’t the greatest when it 
comes to showing off her vocal range. 
Now that the positives are out of 
the way, it is time to get to some of the 
flaws of this album. Lyrically, this record 
is a mess. On her previous efforts, Swift 
definitely plays the victim when it comes 
to romance, but she mixes 
that with some witty lines that 
provide a redeeming quality. 
On this album however, Swift 
spends a lot of time throwing a 
pity party for herself. She even 
has a song titled “Don’t Blame 
Me” in which she talks about 
how her flaws aren’t her fault. 
The lyrics will really leave you 
rolling your eyes as the subject 
matter becomes redundant.
Swift’s choice of singles is 
also quite baffling—with the exception 
of “…Ready for It?” which features a 
bone-rattling sub-bass mixed with an 
unassuming piano melody that helps 
prop up Swift’s off-beat flow and average 
lyrics. While that single was decent, 
the rest of them are head scratchers. 
“Gorgeous” sounds like Swift going back 
to the well to try and recreate older hits 
akin to singles like “Love Story,” but with 
diminishing returns. The song is filled 
with bland lyrics and even more bland 
production. “Call it What You Want” is 
mundane as a whole and really doesn’t 
bring anything surprising or interesting, 
either good or bad, to warrant any kind 
of response. The biggest blunder however 
is the lead single, “Look What You Made 
Me Do,” a song that samples Right Said 
Fred’s “I’m Too Sexy” so blatantly that 
there is little effort to make this song 
sound like its own entity. The added 
melodies are barren of any emotion or 
power, and Swift makes matters worse 
with her anemic flow and terrible lyrics. It 
is easily her worst single ever and perhaps 
one of the worst singles of all time. 
At the end of the day Taylor Swift 
attempted something out of her element. 
She took all the cool elements of hip-
hop and black culture and attempted to 
keep up with the current chart trends. 
Unfortunately, her attempt comes off 
as appropriation of the culture more 
than anything. Sonically Swift stumbles 
throughout, and every sound and 
lyric that she tries to pass off as new 
and edgy is blander than anything. If 
the old Swift is dead and this is the 
version taking her place, then we may 
need to find a time machine to help 
bring the old version back to life.
The Room is informally known as “The Citizen Kane of bad movies.” 
Originally released in 2003, the movie is 
the brainchild of Tommy Wiseau, a man 
obsessed with Hollywood who refuses 
to say where he’s originally from. His 
trademark vaguely-European accent 
and strange vampiric mannerisms aren’t 
even the oddest things about The Room, 
a movie he wrote, directed, and starred 
in himself. Audiences were quickly 
fascinated with the sheer awfulness of 
the movie, and it continues to screen 
globally today as a cult classic. 
What makes The Room so bad and 
yet so memorable? It’s the bizarre script 
and directing choices. Characters pop 
up and disappear into the plot without 
explanation, shots are out-of-focus or 
even recycled, and the lines make no 
sense, and are even often unintentionally 
hilarious. Telling the story of Johnny 
(Tommy Wiseau) and his fiancée Lisa 
(Juliette Danielle), who secretly cheats 
on him with his best friend Mark (Greg 
Sestero), The Room was intended to 
be a dramatic “film with the passion 
of Tennessee Williams,” according to 
one of its taglines, but ends up too 
confusing to have a clear genre.
 After a character catches Mark 
and Lisa together, Mark snaps at him to 
“Leave your stupid comments in your 
pocket!” Literally every single character 
greets the other with “Oh hi, ___!” 
multiple times in each scene, made even 
more notable by the wooden delivery 
of the cast, many of whom had never 
been in a movie before. It’s tough to 
describe just how awful yet sincere this 
film is, as it must be seen to be believed. 
As if the finished product wasn’t 
enough, Sestero went on to write a 
book, The Disaster Artist, detailing his 
experiences making the movie with 
Wiseau. If anything, the production 
was even crazier than the finished 
product. Among other factors, Wiseau 
fired and replaced most of the cast/
crew repeatedly, made script changes 
during filming, and repeatedly built and 
demolished sets overnight instead of 
leaving them up or shooting on location 
“like a real Hollywood picture.” Hated 
by everyone else on set by the end, 
most were convinced the movie would 
never be released, leading to further 
technical and production errors. 
The Room has attracted many 
celebrity fans, including James Franco 
after seeing it for the first time at The 
Rio Theatre in Vancouver. He went on to 
adapt Sestero’s book on the project, and 
The Disaster Artist film will be in theatres 
starting December 8. Starring James 
Franco as the legendary Tommy Wiseau 
himself and Dave Franco as Greg Sestero, 
The Disaster Artist will no doubt prove 
that truth is stranger than fiction. It’s the 
story of a failed yet successful filmmaker, 
doing everything wrong in filmmaking, 
as released by some of the biggest names 
in Hollywood. Whatever Wiseau thought 
would occur with his picture, he probably 
never dreamt that he’d be played by 
James Franco almost 15 years later. 
Truly the strangeness of The Room 
and The Disaster Artist is unlike any 
other Hollywood story. The Room may 
not have achieved the critical acclamation 
Wiseau intended, but it’s still enjoyed by 
millions worldwide. Audiences may be 
making fun of the picture, but Wiseau 
and other cast members regularly attend 
screenings, no doubt grateful for the 
attention and fame. There’s a beauty in 
the stories of The Room and The Disaster 
Artist, and one can’t help but cheer for 
Wiseau’s innocence and dreams even 
as he fails spectacularly. No doubt The 
Room will become even more popular 
after The Disaster Artist is released.
Taylor Swift attempts to stay relevant… 
and falls flat on her face
Tommy Wiseau, ‘The Disaster 
Artist,’ and ‘The Room’
öö ‘Reputation’ album review
öö A look at the world’s most popular awful film
Joshua Toevs
Columnist
Cazzy Lewchuk
Columnist
C
o
ve
r 
o
f 
‘R
ep
u
ta
ti
o
n
’
issue 12 // volume 44 arts // no. 7
The media hasn’t exactly presented the current international political 
environment all too positively. Although 
here in Canada we enjoy relative distance 
from the source that instability, the 
constant barrage of scandals feels 
exhausting. It sometimes feels as 
though it is undoing the work of past 
activism, threatening most significantly 
basic equality. During these times, 
people turn to the arts for sources of 
inspiration and hope. That we can 
still hold up Sam Cooke’s lyrics in “A 
Change is Gonna Come” is probably 
evidence enough that soul music isn’t 
uniquely relevant to the ’60s and ’70s.
Soul music was born out of African-
American music from the southern US, 
particularly with the melding of the 
rhythm and blues and gospel music. 
The genre is marked by emotional 
intensity of the lead vocalist, call-and-
response between that lead and the band, 
and catchy rhythms. Artists like Sam 
Cooke, James Brown, and Ray Charles 
are emblematic figures who helped to 
establish the genre’s popularity in the 
’50s, with Solomon Burke and Atlantic 
Records essentially codifying the 
movement in the early ’60s, according to 
music critic Peter Guralnick. While pure 
soul declined in the ’70s, its influence on 
contemporary genres cannot be denied: 
Rock, contemporary R&B, and hip hop 
all owe a huge debt to soul artists like 
Aretha Franklin and Marvin Gaye.
Soul music is important because 
it speaks to the Black experience in the 
US. It was the music of the Civil Rights 
movement—as artists became more 
politically aware, the more their lyrics 
sung of equality and black pride. In 
“A Change is Gonna come,” which was 
released in 1964 after the singer and his 
wife were denied a room at white-only 
hotel, Cooke sings “I go to the movie/
And I go downtown/Somebody keep 
telling me don’t hang around,” an obvious 
reference to the strict segregation of the 
Jim Crow South. Each verse addresses 
similar inequalities, but is framed with 
the chorus singing “It’s been a long 
time coming/But I know a change is 
gonna come,” echoing a hopefulness 
despite the politics of white America.
James Brown took a different 
angle with his musical activism with 
the single “Say It Loud (I’m Black and 
I’m Proud).” The title of this song, 
which was released only four months 
after the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., speaks for itself.
These themes still resonate today. 
The contemporary genres that owe their 
origins to soul are similarly incorporating 
protest into their music: Beyoncé’s 
Lemonade may have never happened if 
Aretha Franklin hadn’t first demanded 
the respect she deserved in 1967.
Soul’s got something to say
öö Why soul music is still relevant
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
You’ve seen It’s a Wonderful Life more times than you can count, 
and even though you look forward to 
Elf and The Grinch every year, you may 
want Christmas entertainment a little 
more out of the norm. Or perhaps 
you hate Christmas movies and are 
looking for something that doesn’t 
have such a feel-good ending. Check 
out this list of Christmas movies and 
TV shows that you won’t see on every 
channel from now until December 25. 
If you’re an action movie fanatic, 
you may already have a holiday tradition 
of watching Die Hard, the Bruce Willis 
film that takes an intense twist on 
Christmas Eve. Tim Burton’s Batman 
Returns puts the caped crusader in 
a winter setting, taking place right 
around Christmas. Reindeer Games 
features Ben Affleck, Charlize Theron, 
and a massive Christmas Eve robbery. 
Maybe you’re sick of seeing the 
jolly Kris Kringle on your screen. 
Christmas Evil is a lookback at the sad 
life of a mall Santa-turned-murderer. 
Silent Night, Deadly Night is about a 
teenager who goes on a murder spree 
dressed as Santa to avenge the death 
of his parents. Krampus features a boy 
whose lack of holiday cheer unleashes 
the evil Krampus, a character based on 
Austro-Bavarian folklore. The classic 
Black Christmas is a sorority slasher 
flick from 1974, and was remade in 2006.
Classic Christmas movies like 
Rudolph are always a favourite, but cult 
classics are even better. Babes in Toyland 
(1961) is Walt Disney’s first live-action 
musical, based on the 1931 operetta. The 
1964 B-movie Santa Claus Conquers 
the Martians is perfect if you’ve ever 
wondered what Christmas would be 
like on another planet. The 1984 movie 
Gremlins is a favourite, but it may have 
you rethinking your Christmas gifts.
If you’re more into TV shows than 
movies, there are plenty of great holiday 
episodes from your favourite shows. 
Though not technically a Christmas 
episode, Seinfeld’s “The Strike” has to 
make the list, since it popularized the 
celebration of Festivus. “Xmas Story” 
from Futurama features a giant robot 
Santa terrorizing New New York. 
The Office episode “Christmas Party” 
is one of the many great Christmas 
episodes of the show, and warns 
against the danger of that present-
stealing game that everyone hates. 
Community has some of the best 
holiday-themed episodes, two of them 
making this list with “Comparative 
Religion” and “Abed’s Uncontrollable 
Christmas.” The first-ever episode of 
The Simpsons tells the story of how 
the family gets their beloved dog, 
“Santa’s Little Helper.” “The Simpsons 
Roasting on an Open Fire” solidified 
the show as an instant favourite. 
Christmas movies can be funny, 
but these movies take even more of a 
humorous twist on the holiday season. 
A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Christmas 
argues that stoner movies and 
Christmas do go very well together. A 
recent Christmas movie that is somehow 
even more hilarious than you expect it 
to be is Seth Rogen’s The Night Before. 
A neo-noir homage, Kiss Kiss Bang 
Bang is perfect if you need a little more 
Robert Downey Jr. in your holidays.
Christmas and holiday-themed 
movies are great, but when you get 
tired of watching the same ones every 
year, try some more unconventional 
holiday entertainment to get 
into the spirit of the season.
Holiday movies 
don’t have to be the 
same every year
öö Christmas and holiday entertainment 
to change up some of your traditions
Ever wanted to team up with your friends to cut, cook, and plate 
orders in a restaurant where the floor 
is made of ice? Overcooked is a four-
player local multiplayer game where 
you and your friends work together 
to get as many dishes complete as 
possible within the game’s time 
limit. This will involve your various 
teammates taking the lead and 
barking orders, starting kitchen fires, 
getting all the wrong ingredients, and 
falling out of the various kitchens 
with fully-plated meals. It’s stressful, 
but it’s also incredibly fun. 
The game’s overworld is a map not 
dissimilar to old-school Mario games, 
where you follow a path to the various 
levels, which unlock one at a time. 
There are even different areas that you 
can only unlock after getting a certain 
number of stars, with a maximum 
of three stars obtainable per level. 
Some of the kitchens I’ve worked in in 
Overcooked have included two moving 
trucks that meet up occasionally in the 
middle for you to pass ingredients and 
plates across, a volcano with randomly 
dropping platforms and white bullets 
passing through the centre, and the 
aforementioned floating chunk of 
ice, where you serve fish and chips to 
penguins. As you can see, it escalates 
quickly from the run-of-the-mill 
kitchen of the first few levels. To keep 
it even more interesting, the players 
get to choose from a wide variety of 
chef characters, including humans 
of many races, a cat, a raccoon in a 
wheelchair, a dinosaur, and a robot.
I have spent a lot of time playing 
this with various friends, trying to three 
star every level we come to and often 
failing to do so for many tries, and it 
somehow doesn’t get old. There is also 
a versus mode, where you and a partner 
can face off against two other friends to 
serve the most dishes, but I will admit 
I’ve yet to play it, since we haven’t tired 
of the four-player. I have to imagine it’s 
even more hectic than when you’re all 
working together. However, for those 
of you who don’t always like playing 
perfectly nice, the dash button in this 
game lets you move quickly but also 
knock your teammates over, making it 
a good way to grief your friends. Even 
without that, though, this game is a 
challenge, and a welcome one. Between 
all of the tasks and the difficulty of 
getting everyone on the same page 
while dealing with the level’s unique 
problems, you will fail sometimes, 
but I’ve never felt like giving up.
 The game is available on all the 
major gaming platforms. I’ve played 
it mostly on the Nintendo Switch, 
where you can get it for $19.99, but it 
is also available on Steam for $18.99 
and the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One 
for $16.99. If you have one dedicated 
game partner, or a couple friends you 
love to couch co-op with, it’s worth 
it to go in together on this game. 
You’ll get hours of fun out of it.
‘Overcooked’ serves 
up a lot of fun
öö This kitchen simulator is the perfect 
addition to your local multiplayer roster
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Veronnica MacKillop
Contributor
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Last Thursday evening, Douglas students and community members 
were treated to a free event of poetry 
and storytelling at Aboriginal Voices: 
An Evening of Poetry and Prose.
Held at the Aboriginal Gathering 
Place and hosted by EVENT Magazine and 
the Douglas Aboriginal Student Services, 
the event featured readings by four 
distinguished First Nations writers who 
shared deeply personal stories about their 
cultures, communities, and experiences. 
The first reader was poet and 
playwright Joseph A. Dandurand, a 
member of the Kwantlen First Nation. He 
started off with a fable-like story about 
a magical sturgeon and the sacrifices 
required to capture it, followed by a 
poem about the traditional doctors 
of his people. Dandurand’s readings 
were interspersed with humorous, 
frank commentary and easygoing 
interactions with the audience, drawing 
readers personably and candidly 
into his compelling narratives.
Next was Louise Bernice Halfe, 
whose Cree name is Sky Dancer, and 
who has won numerous awards for her 
poetry. On Thursday she shared excerpts 
from her book about residential school 
and the impact of the exploitative, 
abusive system on her community. 
Through the readings, Halfe relayed 
deeply sobering and intimate accounts 
of drug addiction, sexual abuse, and 
the silence of her people. She reminded 
audiences that these experiences are 
a part of Canadian history, and that 
it’s past time they are discussed.
Wanda John-Kehewin was the third 
presenter of the night. She shared an 
assortment of poems that resonated 
powerfully with listeners, thanks to 
both her melodious, repetition-based 
poetic style and her heartfelt honesty. 
Some of her poems were quirky and 
wryly humorous, others more intensely 
solemn and raw, but all of them were 
underlaid with themes of self-acceptance 
of her culture and her place within it.
The final reader of the night, Jules 
Arita Koostachin, is a renowned film 
and TV director and a PhD candidate 
at UBC, as well as a poet. The pieces she 
shared were all evocatively metaphorical 
and full of imagery. To close off the 
evening, she shared with audiences 
an except from a novel she is working 
on about her mother’s experiences in 
residential school, demonstrating how 
consequences of this terrible institution 
are passed down through generations.
Aboriginal Voices was held for the 
first time last fall. Dave Seaweed, Douglas 
College’s Aboriginal Coordinator, told 
the Other Press after the show that the 
turnout for this year’s show was better 
than that of last year, and he’s happy 
to have the backing of the college and 
EVENT Magazine in putting this event 
together and helping it run smoothly. 
Seaweed said he believes the biggest 
takeaway for the audience is cultural 
awareness and understanding. Hopefully, 
these deeply personal narratives of the 
atrocities against Aboriginal peoples 
will be taken to heart. “Those are stories 
that have to come out, and these writers 
and readers brought those stories 
out to share with people,” he said.
He hopes to run another Aboriginal 
Voices event in the winter semester and 
to hold this event regularly twice a year.
Got a free evening the next couple of weeks? Looking for some 
lovely live music to take your mind off 
paper and exam stress? Perhaps the 
Music Department’s Fall 2017 Concert 
Series, starting this Friday, can ease 
some of those end-of-term woes.
All shows take place in the Laura C. 
Muir Performing Arts Theatre, and with 
the exception of Choirs in Concert, they’re 
completely free and open to all audiences.
Choirs in Concert (Friday, 
November 24 at 7:30 p.m.)
Conducted by Eric Hannan, the first 
concert of the series features the Music 
Department’s Chorus and Chorale vocal 
groups. These talented students and 
singers will be performing a range of 
music, including pieces by Mozart and 
Mendelssohn, English folk songs, and 
choral music from Latin America. 
Admission is $15 for general 
admission, $10 for seniors, and 
free for students. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door. 
An Evening of Jazz (Monday, 
November 27 at 7:30 p.m.)
The Douglas College Night Band, led 
by Blair Fisher, is a near-professional-
level band made up of community 
members. The group is a big band, 
meaning it’s a fairly large ensemble 
with about 20 musicians on trumpets, 
trombones, saxophones, and the 
more typical band instruments of 
piano, guitar, drums, and bass. 
An Evening of Jazz also features 
performances by the Dues Band, led 
by Robin Shier and made up of Music 
students. They’ll be playing a broad 
spectrum of jazz, funk, and blues, 
with plenty of improvised solos.
 
Music for Winds, Brass and Percussion 
(Wednesday, November 29 at 7:30 p.m.)
The first half of this concert will feature 
two groups: A special guest saxophone 
quartet from New Westminster 
Secondary School, and the Percussion 
Ensemble led by Rob Caldwell.
In the second half of the show, 
the Douglas College Concert Band, 
directed by John van Deursen, will take 
the stage. This wind band has lined up 
a repertoire of Renaissance music, some 
traditional American wind band pieces, 
a wind arrangement of Aaron Copland’s 
“Appalachian Spring,” and more. 
Van Deursen told the Other Press he 
describes the theme of the Concert Band’s 
performance as “music of the people.”
 
FusionFest (Thursday, 
November 30 at 7:00 p.m.)
The newest addition to the fall concert 
lineup, FusionFest is presented by the 
Music Technology Diploma Program, 
which recently expanded from a one-year 
certificate to a two-year diploma program. 
Students in this program learn both how 
to compose and arrange music digitally—
often going on to work on ads and on 
video game and movie soundtracks—
as well as how to mix recordings.
At the FusionFest concert the 
Music Technology students, along 
with some guest music production 
and technology groups from local high 
schools, will be bringing their skills 
to the stage with a show full of rock, 
pop, and a lively jam session vibe.
Student Composition Concert 
(Friday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m.)
Last but certainly not least is the 
Student Composition Concert, where 
Music students will be presenting 
their own original songs, written 
under the tutelage of Doug Smith but 
composed by the students themselves.
Van Deursen said that it’s always a 
refreshing surprise to hear the original 
creations that are performed at the 
concert. “You really have no idea what’s 
going to happen. Every student has 
their own vision, their own idea.”
Upcoming Music Department performances
öö Fall 2017 concert lineup
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First Nations writers share their 
stories at ‘Aboriginal Voices’
öö Poetry and prose event returns for a night of powerful storytelling
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
issue 12 // volume 44 arts // no. 9
The music videos of K-Pop songs are interesting because of their elaborate 
sets and creativity. Many of these music 
videos are filmed outside of South 
Korea. Vancouver is in the background 
of a music video for a song made by, in 
my opinion, the biggest K-Pop group 
in South Korea right now: Twice.
I first heard of Twice when I saw 
the music video of their second hit 
single ‘TT,’ which I would describe as 
the Halloween hit of 2016. The music 
video is great, and I like the part when 
one of the members of the nine-member 
group dresses up as a superhero.
The music video of “Likey,” which 
is the first hit single from the group’s 
first album Twicetagram, was released 
on October 26 of this year. It begins 
with one of the members of the group 
getting her handheld camcorder and 
follows her day as she films herself touring 
around Steveston. We also see the rest 
of the group playing around English Bay. 
Back in the day, if you wanted to film 
yourself you used a handheld camcorder, 
which sometimes has a better picture 
quality than a cellphone camera.
Next we see one member riding 
her bike through a typical Vancouver 
neighborhood, one member 
skateboarding in Gastown, and one 
member rollerblading along the Seawall 
in Stanley Park. Also, we see group 
shots of the group in a gelato place, 
an alleyway in Gastown, and a gym in 
a secondary school in Vancouver. We 
even see a member on the pier in White 
Rock, and we see the group dancing in 
the Skytrain, so there’s a possibility that 
they passed by the New Westminster 
campus when they were riding on it. 
There is a part near the end of the 
music video when one of the members 
does a brief dance solo. The music video 
and the song are similar to “TT” because 
of the style of the group’s music videos. 
Most K-Pop groups have a specific style in 
their music videos and the same structure. 
In some scenes, the camera zooms in 
and out of the group at various times.
Each member has a solo, and the 
whole group takes turns singing and 
rapping throughout. There is a scene 
when one of the members gets her hair 
braided by the rest of the group in stop 
motion, and another scene when the 
same member moves her hands and the 
rest of the group jumps in super slow 
motion. The gesture the group makes 
in “Likey” is like the one in “TT.”
When these types of music videos 
are filmed, there is often security around 
the set to prevent K-Pop fans from 
seeing their favourite groups. Since the 
group filmed the music video here in 
Metro Vancouver, there may not have 
been security around the set of it, and 
some fans of the group might have seen 
them and gotten to talk to them.
Seeing the city in the music video is 
interesting because when you watch it, 
you will probably say, “I know that place.” 
It is a typical K-Pop music video, and Kim’s 
Convenience star Jean Yoon described 
it on Twitter as “musically derivative & 
shallow,” and wrote that “It will likely 
launch years of an irritating revival of the 
treacly & vile expression, ‘Me likey likey.’”
 The song is currently number one 
in South Korea and with the success of 
the music video of the song, Vancouver 
is in the spotlight worldwide again.
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I love a good mystery. Every autumn I like to tuck into my favourite 
chair and see if I can solve the crime 
faster than Poirot, Fletcher, or Castle. 
When will I encounter a game that 
will truly tax my little grey cells?
Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective 
(1981) is a thematic murder mystery 
game for one to eight players designed by 
Raymond Edwards, Suzanne Goldberg, 
and Gary Grady and published by Ystari 
Games. In the game, players take the 
role of the Baker Street Irregulars, a 
group of orphans and street rats who 
are Sherlock Holmes’ eyes and ears 
on the streets of London. The players 
then follow leads, interview suspects, 
and deduce the nature of the crime.
As murder mystery games go, this 
one has a lot of freedom. The game 
plays out like almost a Choose your Own 
Adventure style, with leads giving vital 
clues and guiding you to the next one. 
Leads can be deduced from the case 
description as well as clues hidden within 
the daily newspaper. Once the players are 
ready, several questions are put forward 
and points are scored depending on 
how many the players got right, minus 
how many leads they followed. The 
goal is to beat Sherlock’s score, which 
is always 100 points and a few leads.
This game is fun, but not for 
everyone. There is a lot of reading 
involved, and like many in-depth 
crime games—such as How to Host a 
Murder (1985-2003)—concentration and 
deduction is paramount, so I wouldn’t 
recommend this game for more casual 
play. There are only 10 cases that can be 
played, so the game has a limited replay 
value. However, if you want to truly 
experience the world of Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s great detective, I would highly 
recommend you pair up with your best 
mates and track down a copy of this game.
Ed Appleby
Senior Columnist
Chairman of the Board: 
Challenging the master
öö ‘Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective’ board game review
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YouTube Music Video Classics: 
‘Likey’ by Twice
öö K-Pop filmed right here in Vancouver
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
sports
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
 O Lacrosse: Our official sport?
 O Soccer is not a winter sport
 O Douglas College men’s soccer in 2017
And more!
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With the first third of the PACWEST basketball season steamrolling 
closer every day, more and more teams 
are looking for areas to focus their 
efforts into during the coming break. 
Nothing does that better than a couple of 
hard losses, and the Royals certainly had 
a couple of those in the past weekend. 
Their matchup against the VIU 
Mariners was always going to be a 
difficult one. The traditional rivals for 
the Royals for basketball in recent years, 
the Mariners have always brought the 
heat when playing the Royals. This early 
season matchup was no exception. 
The women got the series started 
with an exciting first quarter that put 
the Royals up 18-17. The lead would not 
last as the Mariners began keying in 
on the Royals offensive plan. While the 
Royals offence stalled, the Mariners kept 
their engine rolling and pushed past 
the Royals to grab the lead going into 
halftime, 35-25. 
Playing from behind, the Royals 
chased the Mariners for the rest of the 
game, but just weren’t able to catch 
them. The Mariners would spend the last 
half of the game playing a possession-
heavy scheme. The plan worked out 
in their favour, and they defeated the 
Royals 69-52. The loss was the Royals’ 
first of the season. Sarah Jorgenson 
would pick up a double-double (10 
points, and 10 rebounds) for the Royals, 
despite the loss. 
On the men’s side, we had an 
exciting matchup between the two 
league favourites. Although it’s quite 
early in the season, it’s a great check 
game to see where the Royals stand 
this year. With the home crowd at their 
backs, the Mariners got off to a rolling 
start, scoring 30 in the first quarter. The 
Royals were able to keep up, scoring 21 of 
their own, but remained behind. 
Determined to lock down the 
Mariners, the Royals played hard defence 
in the second quarter, and it paid off for 
them. They were able to keep the home 
team to 13 points in the quarter while 
scoring 27 of their own to grab the lead 
heading into halftime, 48-43. 
A back and forth third quarter was 
an exciting treat, as both teams tried 
to lock down the game headed into the 
fourth. However, strong fourth quarters 
are what the Mariners are known for… 
the Royals not so much. In a huge swing, 
the Mariners put down 23 to seal their 
win over the Royals, 89-77. 
Although the loss might have 
stung, Kameron Johnson had a heck of 
a game for the Royals, going point-for-
point with the PACWEST MVP, Usama 
Zaid. Both heavyweights scored 25 for 
their respective teams. Paul Getz was 
the other Royal to have a strong game, 
scoring 18.
Losses suck, but in the PACWEST, 
it’s all about bouncing back. The Royals 
had the chance to do so against the 
Camosun Chargers, the very next day. 
The lady Chargers have been undefeated 
so far, and the Royals looked to change 
that. 
A strong first quarter for both 
teams saw neither squad grab much 
of a lead. However, the Chargers were 
much stronger in the second, securing 
a hefty 44-32 lead headed into halftime. 
A slow third set up an exciting fourth 
quarter. The Chargers lead the Royals 
59-43 headed into it. Despite a massive 
28-point outburst from the Royals, they 
couldn’t close the gap, as the Chargers 
remain undefeated with a 78-71 win. 
Nanaya Miki had a big game for 
the Royals, scoring 25 from the bench. 
Rachel Beauchamp had 12 points on the 
night. Ellen Fallis and Sarah Jorgenson 
both had 10 points each, but the Royals 
finish the week 0-2. The results of the 
week leave them 2-2 on the season, and 
tied for third in PACWEST headed into 
week three. 
For the men, the results were just 
as close, if not closer. The Chargers 
went tick for tack against the Royals, 
matching their 23 in the first quarter. 
The Royals kept up the effort, putting 
another 23 up in the second. However, 
the Chargers fell a bit behind, only 
scoring 20. With a 3-point lead, the 
Royals were less then comfortable 
headed into halftime. 
They upped their effort in the third, 
coming out revitalized and stronger 
than they started scoring 27 in the 
quarter. The Chargers would ultimately 
fall behind, scoring 18 and giving the 
Royals lead a real edge. Although they 
would push to tie the game in the 
fourth, the Royals were more than ready, 
matching their effort with their own. 
A tremendous 25 point fourth quarter 
for both teams put a cap on a thrilling 
matchup. 
In short, the Royals starting lineup 
got it done. Noah DeRappard-Yuswack 
scored a team high 24 points for the 
Royals. Grant Campbell put up 20 points. 
Reese Morris had 19, and Kameron 
Johnson had 16 points. Johnson also 
had a team high 8 assists, along with 
7 rebounds, nearly grabbing a triple-
double. 
The 1-1 weekend leaves the Royals 
at 3-1 to start the year. The loss to the 
Mariners is sure to sting the team on the 
CCAA Power Rankings this week, but in 
terms of the PACWEST, the Royals are 
tied for second with the Langara Falcons. 
Their head-to-head records mean that 
the Royals are firmly in second, but 
there’s a long season to go.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Royals Basketball take on stiff competition
Early lessons
issue 12// volume 44 sports // no. 11
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Headed into the 2017 season, the Royals women’s soccer team had 
a point to prove. The surprise CCAA 
bronze medalists were looking to 
cement themselves as a perennial 
Nationals contender. With the 
Royals hosting the 2018 CCAA Soccer 
Championships, they have certainly 
had the spotlight on them this year. 
To be fair, they’ve performed very 
well. A 7-2-3 season with 23 points, 
capped off with their second PACWEST 
gold medal win in three years can only 
be described as success. The highlight 
of the regular season was a big 4-0 
thrashing of the Langara Falcons. The 
lowlight comes at the hands of the 
same Falcons, when they defeated the 
Royals 1-0. 
In terms of awards, the Royals 
received their fair share. A Player of 
the Year award to Mikayla Hamilton 
was well earned. Sam Kell earned an 
All-Star call-up for her league leading 
8 goals. Both also earned a CCAA 
All-Canadian awards. Michelle Wessa 
capped her career off with an All-Star 
award. Alexa Gazzola and Nicole Scott 
were the best goalkeeping pair in the 
PACWEST with an average of 0.9 goals 
per 90 minutes. 
Chris Laxton was once again 
robbed of the Head Coach of the Year 
award. But what’s new? His team has 
only finished with the best record in 
the PACWEST for three years straight, 
but obviously he must just have 
talented players. 
At National Championships, the 
Royals had a terribly tough draw. They 
made the most of it, nearly defeating 
the three-time defending national 
champions, but they would end up 
dropping into the bronze medal 
bracket before being defeated by the 
Algonquin Thunder. The team would 
end up fifth after defeating the GRPC 
Wolves. The squad would be the first to 
tell you how disappointed they are with 
the finish but this makes next year all 
that more exciting. 
After having a year of high-level 
competition under their belts, the 
Royals will be ready to push for a big 
finish at home next year. Hopefully 
head coach Chris Laxton can lock down 
the key players in his squad for at least 
another year. 
Alexa Gazzola is facing an interim 
in her career. After her second year 
with the Royals, the spunky goalkeeper 
is likely getting looks from U-Sports 
teams looking to add a talented keeper. 
Will she stay on another year for the 
National Championships? Only time 
will tell. 
Mikayla Hamilton will likely 
return after a huge year of growth from 
her. Captain Sam Kell will indefinitely 
be finishing her career with a big 
National Championship opportunity. 
Martina Pettenon, one of the standout 
rookies this year, will likely return to 
play a bigger role in the team next year. 
Preet Thandi, my selection for Royals 
Rookie of the Year, played a huge role 
for the Royals this year, and will likely 
continue to do so next year. 
The only question is who will fill 
in the spot left by Michelle Wessa. My 
guess is that we’ll see Taylor Wettig slot 
into the role but, once again, only time 
will tell. What that means is that it will 
be a very exciting off-season for head 
coach Chris Laxton.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Douglas College women’s soccer 2017
A year in review
Despite being considerably less popular than hockey, lacrosse 
has somehow become a part of 
Canada’s national identity. The refrain 
“technically lacrosse is our national 
sport, not hockey” is a cliché passed 
down the ages, even though it’s never 
been the full official national sport. But 
how did this strange game become such 
a core part of the culture, and why is it so 
important to Canadians? 
The history of lacrosse is one that 
starts before Canada does, and takes a 
long route to where it is now. Though it 
was designated as our official summer 
sport in 1994, it has unofficially been 
the iconic Canadian game for much 
longer. In many ways lacrosse has been 
a summary of our history. It started 
as a game among Indigenous tribes 
around the Great Lakes. It existed 
in different forms between different 
Haudenosaunee groups who called it 
baggataway or tewaarathon, depending 
on who you asked and what variation 
they were playing. After the American 
Revolution and the forced migrations 
of Haudenosaunee people up the St. 
Lawrence River, it seems to have been 
picked up by local French Canadians 
and adopted as a sort of “common man 
sport.” 
By the mid-1800s it was regularly 
played across what is now Quebec and 
Ontario, enough for its first formal 
leagues to form and lacrosse to become a 
Canada-wide sensation. William George 
Beers, a Montreal dentist, wrote down 
the first rules for lacrosse and began 
to campaign for its status as national 
sport. When Canada turned from a 
colony to a Dominion, he claimed that 
Parliament made lacrosse the official 
game despite no record of Parliament 
doing so. Regardless, the rumour spread 
and some of it has stuck to the current 
day. Beers remained a passionate 
supporter of lacrosse until the day he 
died. By that point, lacrosse had formal 
teams, a founding father, a fake status as 
the official sport of the Dominion, and 
had begun drawing massive amounts 
of spectators. There was only one thing 
the game wasn’t ready for: The Irish 
Catholics.
It’s important to remember that 
Canada in the late 1800s was not the 
Canada we live in today. The Catholic/
Protestant and Irish/English/French 
divide ran deep and bloody. Given that, 
it’s no surprise that when the Montreal 
Shamrocks entered the league in 1870s, 
they would be fighting a little more 
personally and roughly against teams 
with names like “Protestant Montreal.” 
The Shamrocks shook up the league for 
over a decade, drawing in spectators 
with their violent clashes in the game 
and controversial attitude outside.
The late 1800s were lacrosse’s 
halcyon days. This is the time during 
which the sport became engrained 
into Canadian identity. It spread by 
settlers moving across the west and, by 
the turn of the century, it was one of 
the few things that unified Canadians 
from Halifax to Victoria. Though the 
professional leagues would collapse by 
World War I and its fanbase diminished 
over the next century, lacrosse would 
remain a major influence on the 
sport cultures that would follow. It 
experienced a resurgence in the early 
2000s and today grows as its Indigenous 
history is increasingly recognized and its 
importance to Canada is remembered.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Canada’s sport, from the Great Lakes to Vancouver Island
Lacrosse: Our official sport?
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“///////”
In mid-October, a post slowly begins popping up in the 
newsfeeds of people involved with the Vancouver music 
scene. A woman has compiled a list of abusers—both 
her own and of others—and posts it on Facebook, 
encouraging people to message her if they have more 
names she should add. Attached to the post is an image, 
and a list of men with varying numbers of /’s next to 
them. “Each ‘/’ represents a report,” the image reads.
The list has seven names on it, ranging from DJs and 
promoters to musicians. Within a day, an updated version 
of the list appears; some of the men have one “/” beside 
their name; others have six or seven. Between the seven 
men, there are 22 reports.
Response to the post is swift, and polarizing. The 
majority of people vocalize their support and thank the 
woman for posting the list; survivors ask for another slash 
to be added next to their abuser; people who don’t even 
know the woman begin re-posting the list in solidarity.
A vocal minority in the comments challenge the woman’s 
list with the usual deniers’ bingo of responses. In the days 
that follow, people also mention how one of the accused has 
been missing since the day before the list was posted.
Shortly, an announcement is made on Facebook that the DJ 
has passed away; he died a day before the list was released. 
Only one media outlet directly says the deceased “killed 
himself,” but many commenters quickly jump to their own 
conclusions.
“Do you feel good? That you’re a murder? Were all those likes 
and shares and comments worth your soul little girl?” a friend of 
the deceased comments on the post. Someone else messages 
the woman to say thanks for killing their friend.
Shortly after the death is reported, the woman’s Facebook 
account disappears. Days later, it reappears, but without the 
callout post.
“////”
Two weeks after the list appeared on the Internet, I’m sitting 
in the Vogue Theatre on Granville Street, where Good Night 
Out Vancouver are presenting a workshop on understanding 
consent and how to foster a safer nightlife for workers and 
patrons alike. An offshoot of the Good Night Out campaign 
started in London, the Vancouver chapter have been advocating 
for safety and harassment prevention in Vancouver’s nightlife 
venues—and, understandably, they’ve been busy.
At the start of the workshop, GNO coordinator Stacey Forrester 
clarifies the intention of the evening: We aren’t there to 
debate if we live in a rape culture. This isn’t something we’re 
questioning or trying to poke holes in. Forrester presents it as a 
fact, and the workshop moves forward without hesitation.
That’s because we live in a society where, traditionally, survivors 
have been discredited, dismissed, and often silenced.
Data collected by Statistics Canada shows that approximately 
one in every three women and one in every six men will 
experience some form of gendered violence in their lifetime, 
and these are just the incidents survivors are disclosing. Those 
numbers also don’t take into account other factors, including 
your ethnicity, if you’re a cis woman or man, 
or if you have a disability. 
According to 
Statistics 
Canada, 
if you’re an 
Indigenous 
woman living in 
Canada, and you’re 15 
or older, you’re almost 
three times more likely 
to experience gendered 
violence than a non-
Indigenous woman.
These statistics also don’t 
consider that, as a person of 
a marginalized population, 
you may not be comfortable 
reporting incidents to the 
police.
We’ve all heard about the 
accusations tearing through 
Hollywood, but it’s important 
to realize that gendered 
violence isn’t something 
limited to just one industry, 
or just one city—it’s 
everywhere.
Emma Cooper is a 
Vancouver-based comedian, 
and co-founder of the show, 
Rape is Real and Everywhere: 
A Comedy Show, where 
survivors tell jokes about 
their assaults. To Cooper, 
the media spotlight on 
gendered violence is far from 
a revelation.
“I was being interviewed 
and someone asked, ‘Are 
you surprised by the Harvey 
Weinstein thing?’ No! There’s 
a convenient, horrible sexual 
assault allegation in the news 
every time we do the show 
and people always say, ‘Oh, 
it’s timed up with your show!’ 
and it’s like, no, this is just 
everywhere.”
The list I mentioned earlier 
about Vancouver predators 
focused on the music scene, 
but the issue of gendered 
assault extends far beyond that 
community. After a prominent local comedian reposted the list, 
I read a comment that said, “I wonder when the comedy version 
of this list will be posted.”
In Cooper’s experience, gendered violence hasn’t been a focal 
point in the comedy scene until recently.
“There’s a scarcity mentality about the lack of spaces to do 
comedy and a lack of stage time, things like that,” Cooper told 
the Other Press in an interview. “There are a lot of people who 
want to do these things, so you already have a competitive 
situation set up, and if you compound power structures and 
people following their dreams, you’ve got a recipe for a culture 
that can have abusers in it.
“There are cases where people have abused their much-less 
power within the Vancouver comedy scene, and used it to hurt 
people.”
“/”
A vocal proponent of accountability in the Vancouver arts 
scene is Brit Bachmann, a visual artist and the Editor-in-
Chief of Discorder Magazine. Over the last two years, she’s 
published several articles exploring gendered assault callouts, 
accountability, and consent in the local music scene. When 
the list calling out predators was posted online, she was as 
confused as I was that some people were quick to dismiss this 
as a Vancouver-only issue.
“I think people are just really good at compartmentalizing 
and disassociating, and also trying to define and confine 
problems,” said Bachmann in our interview. “For instance, a lot 
of the callouts in Vancouver, it comes very ironically almost six 
months after a huge wave of callouts in Montreal, and yet, there 
were comments like, ‘Only this could happen in Vancouver,’ or 
‘Vancouver men are bad, Vancouver men are the worst in the 
country.’ These weird generalized statements … they really 
dismiss survivor experiences across the country.
“It’s a bit of a control thing, and it’s really based out of fear. 
Nobody wants to really do the work, looking into their own 
circles, and analyzing the people around them. Nobody wants 
to admit that maybe an old boyfriend of theirs didn’t respect 
consent, nobody wants to look at their coworkers and ask if 
they’re predators.”
The callouts Bachmann refers to occurred when Montreal-based 
DJ Catherine Colas took to Facebook, calling someone out 
after “more than eight women” had confided in Colas that he’d 
abused them. Reaction to Colas’ post was eerily similar to what 
happened after the Vancouver list was posted.
Bachmann continues: “When Catherine came forward and was 
able to share the stories from survivors, it took an incredible 
amount of strength on her part, and suddenly she was 
attacked from a lot of different angles, and it was a situation 
of social martyrdom. I would guess that [the woman who 
made Vancouver’s list] is probably going through a very similar 
experience right now, having been contacted and having had to 
read through and acknowledge a lot of really tough stories from 
survivors in the local scene.
“It shouldn’t be this way, but it appears as though it takes a 
certain amount of martyrdom on the part of a strong survivor to 
get these waves of callouts happening.”
Social media has granted survivors an immense degree of 
agency, where they are able to publicly call out their abuser(s), 
“Now what?”: 
Gender-based violence 
in the Vancouver arts 
scene, & beyond
Hashtags and callouts have sparked a 
conversation, but where do we go from 
here?
By Jacey Gibb, Distribution Manager
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abused them. Reaction to Colas’ post was eerily similar to what 
happened after the Vancouver list was posted.
Bachmann continues: “When Catherine came forward and was 
able to share the stories from survivors, it took an incredible 
amount of strength on her part, and suddenly she was 
attacked from a lot of different angles, and it was a situation 
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Social media has granted survivors an immense degree of 
agency, where they are able to publicly call out their abuser(s), 
but there can also be serious legal repercussions from it.
The legal definition of defamation is “a statement that injures 
a third party’s reputation,” and can include both written and 
spoken statements. Calling someone out as a predator can 
open survivors up to defamation lawsuits, which was even 
documented in a 2014 xoJane article titled “It happened to me: 
My rapist sued me for defamation.”
“Legally, calling someone out isn’t the best thing to do, if 
you fear being dragged into the courts for a defamation suit 
or something,” said Bachmann. “In terms of defamation, it’s 
plaintiff-friendly, which is so bizarre. It’s not an innocent-until-
proven-guilty situation, it’s assumed-guilt unless you can prove 
otherwise. It’s assumed malice.
“It makes it very difficult for survivors to come forward, and then 
for accountability, it makes it almost impossible.”
“/”
There are also risks involved for journalists who want to report 
on callouts and other gendered violence allegations.
Last year, The Vancouver Sun published an article claiming 
that Simon Fraser University (SFU) had failed to follow up on 
complaints made by three women against a male student they 
say assaulted them. SFU’s student newspaper, The Peak, then 
pursued the story.
Natalie Serafini, The Peak’s copy editor when the story first 
broke, said that when the women complained, SFU simply 
moved the alleged to another residence, and didn’t warn 
students at the new residence.
“Maybe they couldn’t legally do that, but it seemed like a 
disregard for people’s safety, to not take these allegations 
seriously,” said Serafini.
Serafini also described how some of the women who initially 
came forward to the Vancouver Sun later gave interviews to The 
Peak, only to reach out again and say they’d been advised not 
to talk to the press, even if it was anonymous.
“It felt like these survivors were being silenced, where the 
university hadn’t listened to them to begin with. One woman 
had to see this guy in her classes, had to run into him in the 
food hall.”
Reporters at The Peak knew the name of the accused, and 
Serafini remembered doing a lot of research on whether 
they could “make a non-anonymizing reference” to him, but 
ultimately, they didn’t. Even using quotes from someone else 
can still be considered libel for a publication running the story.
In the months that followed, The Peak reported on the 
university’s changing policies, and how they would address 
their lack of a sexual assault policy. Serafini said it was a positive 
thing to focus on how individuals would be held accountable, 
and how the university was going to keep its students safe.
“I get so frustrated when people report on sexual assault, and 
talk about how the person who did it was ‘such a great guy’ and 
‘has such a great future,’” said Serafini. “The Stanford rapist is 
such a prime example of that, and there were so many articles 
talking about how he’s a future star swimmer. Sexual assault 
is a really difficult thing to report on, but it’s one of the most 
important topics to be conscientious of.”
Six months after the story broke, SFU released a first draft of 
their sexual violence policy, which includes training programs 
and creating a new resource office that offers services and 
support for survivors.
 “/”
“Now what?”
It’s a pairing of words that appears over and over again in my 
interview transcripts, appearing in a slideshow at the Good 
Night Out Vancouver workshop.
In spite of the legal risks and potential for martyrdom, survivors 
are coming forward to share their stories and—in some cases—
call out their abusers. But even when someone’s been called 
out, what happens next? As a community, where do we go from 
here?
Bachmann cites a lack of resources available as to why society 
stumbles when it comes to the post-callout.
“What a lot of these lists fail to do, and what local organizations 
have been unable to do yet, is to step up and offer resources. 
A lot of the discussions that I had with people was like, ‘Okay, 
all of this happened, all of these people have been called out. 
Now what?’ For the people who have made these callouts, for 
survivors, if they want help or somebody to talk to about this, 
where do they go?
“Or for people who’ve been called out, if they actually want 
to commit to a process of accountability, how do they go 
about that? Suddenly, there was this huge vacuum and … no 
organization really stepped up to help out with the ‘What do we 
do now?’ question.”
Oftentimes, a knee-jerk solution for when someone’s been 
called out is to ostracize them. Advocates and survivors band 
together to push a predator out from whatever scene they 
belong to, and that’s it—the predator is no longer a threat to 
the community. However, this doesn’t correct the behaviour, 
and it can lead to the individual making their way into another 
community where people may not know about the predatory 
behaviour. 
Between culture scenes, Bachmann said, there’s no real network 
for information on predators to travel on.
“Whereas this little network of quiet gossip and whispers has 
worked in certain ways, it’s really not worked in terms of actually 
protecting people in different art scenes. You don’t want 
[alleged predators] to suddenly become anonymous in another 
place, because that’s just going to perpetuate the problem.”
According to Bachmann, some groups that have been successful 
in rehabilitating predators are anarchist scenes, particularly in 
Quebec. Rehabilitation starts with the predator being called 
out or admitting their behaviour, and then the community works 
together to have difficult discussions, with the common goal to 
have the predator being allowed to exist within the community 
again. This can be difficult for survivors, Bachmann explains, but 
the anarchist views of social justice over legal processing have 
been effective in enforcing accountability—something that our 
current justice system fails at.
But if you’re part of the majority and not part of an anarchist 
group residing in Quebec, you may look to organizations and 
methods a little closer to home.
“//”
Good Night Out Vancouver is just one of the organizations 
working to promote consent and help shift Vancouver’s nightlife 
to a more consent-based, safe one. Cooper also notes Consent 
Crew as another organization that does workshops based on 
consent, but Cooper is also aware of how strained these groups’ 
resources might be because of their nonprofit/grassroots basis. 
When organizations and other collectives are already working 
at capacity, the responsibility falls on us as individuals to lead 
by example, and also to be diligent in calling out inappropriate 
everyday behaviour. Cooper says they are particularly looking at 
what male members of the population are going to do now, and 
hopes they take the lead by talking to other men:
“I’m interested in actions, above all else, coming from people. 
There are people already doing this kind of work, making 
an effort to book women and change culture, and it’s not a 
glamorous thing. You don’t get cookies for it; it’s just a thing 
you do because you believe other humans are also human 
people. It’s so basic that you don’t get to brag about it, even 
though it’s a shit ton of work.
“Most people are still in the ‘get off of the couch’ phase in 
realizing this is a thing, and learning about it and doing some 
small action that are first steps. We’ll worry about men burning 
out in the fight for gender equality later, because I don’t think 
we’re there yet.”
“//////”
Last week, Sarah Silverman broke her silence about the now-
confirmed reports against fellow comedian Louis C.K, a man 
who was recently outed for masturbating in front of multiple 
women without their consent. 
In the opening monologue of her show, Silverman condemned 
what C.K. did and emphasized that attention needs to be on 
the survivors right now, but Silverman also let people know that 
she’s still processing things. “I just keep asking myself, ‘Can you 
love someone who did bad things? Can you still love them?’”
After the DJ’s death last month, a woman made a Facebook 
post about her relationship with him. About their inside jokes, 
and banter, and how one night after a party, they were making 
out, and she told him to stop, and he didn’t listen. 
“[He] was my friend, and he raped me, and he committed 
suicide. All of these things are true, all at the same time, and I 
don’t really know how to deal with any of them.
“You can hate the shitty actions someone committed, and still 
be really fucking sad that they’re dead. On the other hand, it 
does not mean that the people he hurt should now be quiet.”
We’re living in a rape culture, unequivocally. Now what are you 
going to do to help correct that?
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öö Winter weather is not meant for soccer
Like many Canadian kids growing up, I played the gateway sport: Soccer, 
the starter sport for many kids who were 
forced to play every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Sunday. Maybe it’s so popular 
because it’s the cheapest sport to play. 
It doesn’t require a lot of equipment to 
get out and kick a ball into a net. Or, 
it could be that it’s easier to pick up 
when you’re still figuring out how to 
move your limbs in a purposeful fashion 
because you only really need to focus on 
your legs. Having to focus on running 
while throwing a ball? Not happening. 
Whatever the reason be, I was outside on 
a frozen November morning weekly up 
until Grade 10. 
I remember how I used to dread 
those cold, icy mornings and nights. 
Because the grass field turned into an 
ice rink, you’d have to be careful not to 
launch the ball too far or fall straight 
on your butt while going for a tackle. I’d 
always come home with ice burns on my 
thighs and stomach because I was the 
kid that got a little too eager trying to 
take the ball away from my opponent. 
This is the problem I have with the 
soccer season here in Vancouver. I can’t 
for the life of me figure out how or why 
we play our soccer season during the 
most miserable months of the year. 
Before this becomes a rant where 
I just seem like a wimp, hear me out. 
Traditionally—though I’m not entirely 
sure how kids play soccer today—I 
would be running out on the field 
starting the last week of August until 
around March, depending on how well 
my team did in playoffs. Rather than 
having us play when field conditions 
would be significantly better, we played 
through rain, hail, snow, and even 
a thunderstorm on one memorable 
occasion. If we were the unlucky team 
who played on the grass fields, we would 
be up to our necks in mud. 
Though I loved the sport itself, all 
I’m asking is that a slight shift in when 
the season is played. Why not run it from 
January to June, with playoffs starting in 
July? Our mild summers are a lot easier 
to deal with. After all, there is a reason 
why soccer is played during the Summer 
Olympics rather than the Winter 
Olympics.
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
Soccer is not a winter sport
To say that the men’s soccer team has shattered all expectations would be 
an understatement. Headed into the 2017 
season, the men were slated to struggle 
in the PACWEST… and they did. 
The men finished third in the 
PACWEST with a record of 5-5-2, nearly 
.500. Nothing astounding. However, the 
team had a fighting spirit that was nearly 
impossible to match. The squad didn’t 
draw any attention for fine play but 
swept the league, awards-wise. 
Tomi Fagopngbe took home the 
PACWEST Rookie of the Year award, 
making it the second year in a row a 
Royals player has taken home the award. 
Nawaf Binsaleh, Quinn Dawson, and 
Tetsuya Yoshinaga won All-Star awards 
for their contributions to the regular 
season. 
A wonderful PACWEST 
Championships performance saw the 
Royals lifting the trophy despite being 
underdogs. They took that drive and 
fighting spirit to the CCAA National 
Championships, and were narrowly 
defeated at the gold medal game. They 
took home silver, and all of this while 
being major underdogs. 
How did they do this? Well, a little 
of bit luck goes a long way. The Royals 
pulled off something that is so rarely 
seen. They peaked at the right moment. 
When the Royals needed to win, they 
were playing some of their best soccer. 
Sure, their season would have ended if 
they lost to the Capilano Blues in the 
PACWEST semi-finals, but it didn’t 
because they were playing fantastic 
football. 
Now all that is left for them is the 
follow-up. Success was never on the plate 
this year, but delivered to them on the 
backs of talented fifth-year international 
players. Essentially loans. They won’t 
be here next year, and it’s up to head 
coaches Robby and Paul to figure out 
what next year looks like. 
They’ll be hard pressed to find 
talent though. With Ryo Mizuno and 
Tetsuya Yoshinaga finishing their 
careers, it’s likely they’ll look to the 
international markets once again. In the 
backfield, if the team can lockdown a 
couple of players, they’ll be set. However, 
the midfield and up front are more 
questionable.
Quinn Dawson has had another 
excellent year. It’ll be no surprise if his 
services have attracted the interest of 
bigger teams. He will be a key player for 
the team to ensure returns next year. 
Race Williams may have had a rocky 
sophomore year, but is still an excellent 
technical player and has taken big steps 
for the Royals’ offence this year. Rumour 
has it that Williams is being looked into 
by bigger schools. While losing him 
will be a blow for the Royals, they have 
the manpower to fill in his spot, but to 
say that they can replace him would be 
purely false. Locking down Williams 
should be a priority, if the rumours are 
true. 
No matter how you look at it, 
next year will be very different for the 
Royals. But they can be happy with this 
year, and celebrate their two medals. 
After all, winning anything is a huge 
accomplishment.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Douglas College men’s soccer in 2017
A year in review
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INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAPILANO 9-1 18
VIU 6-2 12
CAMOSUN 5-3 10
DOUGLAS 5-5 10
UFV 3-5 6
CBC 1-7 2
COTR 1-7 2
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
DOUGLAS 9-1 18
VIU 7-1 14
UFV 5-3 10
COTR 4-4 8
CAPILANO 4-6 8
CBC 1-7 2
CAMOSUN 0-8 0
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Life & StyLe
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 O ‘Oz Korean Cuisine’ review
 O Upcoming winter trends from Paris Fash-
ion Week
 O FAX EXPO 2017
And more!
It’s been a rough semester. Somehow, it feels like everyone is saying that 
this year. Maybe it’s the global politics, 
maybe it’s the weather, maybe it’s the 
economy—whatever it is, it feels like 
students are having a harder time than 
usual this time around. Thank God 
winter break is just around the corner. 
Once all the papers are cited and exams 
are turned in, it’s important to take a 
moment to take care of yourself a little bit.
Cut the booze. 
If you’re like me, you’ve been hitting 
the bottle a little harder than usual these 
past few months. Once all the school 
work is done, give your body a break. 
Celebrate Christmas and New Year’s, 
but otherwise, let your liver have a rest. 
It’ll help you sleep so much better.
Make your bed more comfortable. 
Speaking of sleep, get yourself a new 
pillow, blanket, or comforter. You can find 
them cheap at Bed, Bath, and Beyond 
or Walmart. They don’t have to be extra 
soft—just giving yourself something 
warmer while the crappy weather 
moves in is a strong morale booster. 
Consider it a reward for surviving 2017!
Get out and do things. 
This is the hardest one for me to 
write, but it’s so important. Everyone 
loves staying inside over break, but you 
just spent all semester writing papers, 
doing lab reports, and completing 
assignments—plus any job or jobs 
you have to do to keep yourself afloat 
financially. Go do something different! 
Bundle up and walk around a park you’ve 
never visited, or take a risk and visit an 
event you’ve never been to. Vancouver is 
packed with stuff and your U-Pass is valid 
through the whole month of December! 
You’ll need to give yourself all the rest and 
self-care you can get, because most of us 
will still need to work over winter break, 
and visiting family and arranging holiday 
gatherings is always a huge heap of stress.  
These three tips are just ways to give 
yourself a little breathing room, and to 
psychologically reinforce all the damn 
good work you’ve done this past semester.
Tips for self-care over winter break
öö After a long year, it’s important to treat yourself
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Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö What it’s like being a student without a laptop
Buying yourself a personal laptop is part of the university experience: 
You get a laptop, a solid school bag into 
which that laptop will go (most likely 
one of those ubiquitous Hershel Little 
America backpacks), and perhaps a 
few articles of clothing that are both 
trendy and comfortable. I eagerly 
bought my own HP computer the 
summer before my first semester. A 
few years and many essays later, I had 
become accustomed to my university 
career and its dependence on that one 
piece of technology. Unfortunately for 
me my little laptop came into tragic 
contact with the floor last fall, and it’s 
been a learning curve adjusting to my 
now very low-tech study methods.
There are many reasons why I haven’t 
purchased a replacement. I no longer 
live at home so rent and bills have to 
take precedence. Yes, I could finance a 
new one, but after getting myself into 
a bit of trouble with credit card debt 
in the early years of my “independent” 
adulthood, I’ve made a point of only 
buying big ticket items with money I 
actually have. Second to this is probably 
a bit of stubbornness. I’ve always been 
more of a pen-and-paper kind of person 
when it comes to note taking, anyway.
First thing I had to reconcile was that 
despite my stubbornness, laptops are the 
assumed standard. Every course I have 
ever taken has required, in some way or 
another, regular access to a computer—
whether that be participating in online 
discussions, researching scholarly 
journals, or accessing lecture notes. I 
can’t just abandon those requirements 
because I’ve decided to go to school the 
old-fashioned way. I’m still expected 
to complete them. This also meant 
accepting life was about to get a lot 
more difficult. I have a smartphone, but 
there’s only so much a smartphone can 
do compared to a full-sized computer. 
I now spend a significant portion of 
my free time outside of class at the library. 
Where previously I could just complete 
work from the comfort of my apartment 
without time constraints, I am now always 
conscious of preparing the documents 
I’ll need for the coming week because, 1) 
once the library closes, that’s it for me, 
and 2) if I have physical copies, I’m still 
able to complete readings even without 
any electronic access. I do find, however, 
that my eyes get drowsy after reading too 
much, so to save myself from falling asleep 
on the couch in my notes, I also spend 
a lot of time at 24-hour coffee shops.
I’ll eventually get a laptop, but 
seeing as this is my last semester, it 
looks like that won’t happen until I’ve 
finished all my final research papers.
While this life style definitely 
wouldn’t work for most, I’ve learned a 
lot about myself as a student over the 
past year. I’ve finally learned the time 
management skills I had failed to acquire 
over my years spent in university. I’ve also 
learned that having the most advanced 
piece of technology doesn’t determine the 
quality of the educational experience.
Back to the Stone Ages
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Korean fried chicken is a very popular food item in the Lower Mainland, 
and there are a lot of Korean fried chicken 
places in our area. The crispy skin with 
herbs and seasoning sprinkled on top and 
the juicy meat makes it very delicious. 
Oz Korean Cuisine is near the 
David Lam campus in Coquitlam, a 
few blocks away from Lincoln Station. 
Originally thought to offer Korean 
cuisine, their main specialty is Korean 
fried chicken. Their chicken is marinated 
and seasoned for 24 hours and they have 
a lot of creative sauces to pair it with.
Unlike Dae-Ji Cutlet House, their 
chicken is available in small and large 
portions. I got “Half & Half,” which 
has half of their regular fried chicken 
and half of their sweet chili flavoured 
chicken. All of their chicken includes 
a salad, and if you get their regular 
fried chicken it also comes with 
honey mustard for dipping. The fried 
chicken is very juicy and crunchy.
The honey mustard adds sweetness 
and a kick to the chicken. The sweet chili 
flavoured fried chicken has a sweet and 
spicy taste, and when you put lemon juice 
on top of the chicken it adds zest to it. 
The chicken is available as both bone-
in and boneless. Something unusual in 
a Korean restaurant that they offer is 
Tonkatsu—a Japanese meal featuring a 
breaded and deep fried pork cutlet—and 
it looks exactly like the Tonkatsu that 
you can get in Japan! They also have 
other Korean cuisine, including BBQ.
Other than the sweet chili they have 
other flavours for their fried chicken, 
including flavours that are made with 
Korean ingredients. There are many 
flavours to choose from. Oz Korean 
Cuisine is located at 112-1190 Pinetree Way.
My search for good budget foundation led me (as this column often does) 
to NYX, and their new Total Control 
Drop Foundation. After weeks of my local 
Shoppers having no stock and its staff 
telling me how popular the foundation 
was, I made the long trek to Metropolis 
at Metrotown and its recently opened 
NYX store. If you’re looking to buy this 
foundation, I would recommend doing 
the same—the NYX store carries the 
full 24-shade line, while Shoppers only 
carries 10 shades and London Drugs only 
has 12.  I picked out the one that seemed 
closest to my skin colour, “Alabaster.”
The foundation is quite thin and 
runny, and comes in a small bottle with 
a drop applicator. After wearing it daily 
this week with primer and powder, I 
definitely have some pros and cons for 
this foundation. I’m happy with how 
it looks on my face, which is the most 
important thing. This product does 
advertise build-able coverage, which is 
true, but I had to use a lot of product 
to get the level of coverage I prefer. It 
mostly lasted well, although after long 
days there was some wearing off. I didn’t 
get very oily during the week either, 
which I have experienced with lower-
end foundations. Overall, wearing it 
is pleasant, and it does its job well.
My biggest issue with this foundation 
is that it is kind of a pain to apply without 
the special brush they released for the 
product. The thinness of the product did 
have it soaking into my Beauty Blender 
(BB) a bit more than other foundations, 
and I felt like I had to use a lot of product 
because of that. I tried a few methods—
putting it on the back of my hand and 
dabbing it with the BB, pouring it straight 
onto the BB, and awkwardly leaning 
my head back and dropping the stuff 
directly on my face, then using the BB 
to apply it. None were ideal, but I think 
putting it straight on the sponge led to 
the biggest waste of product. In fact, in 
my nearly two weeks using it I’ve nearly 
used half of the foundation to get the 
coverage I want, which isn’t that heavy.
For people who have trouble finding 
their ideal foundation colour like I do, 
the wide range here will hopefully have 
something for you. About half of the 
shades in the line are for people of colour 
with medium to dark skintones, which 
is something I rarely see, sadly. The line 
also carries pale colours in yellow and 
pink undertones, with the former being 
especially hard to find, and “Pale”—NYX’s 
lightest shade in this collection—is one 
of the lightest foundation shades I’ve ever 
seen. The website also lists the undertones 
for each shade, which makes figuring 
out your right match much easier. 
This foundation is only $18 at the 
NYX store, which is reasonable for a 
foundation of this quality. One quick 
note if you do shop at the NYX store for 
this foundation—they don’t do returns, 
only shade swaps. While that’s great if 
you get your shade wrong but otherwise 
like the foundation, if you can get your 
shade at a retailer that allows returns 
I would do that for a first-time buy. 
Beauty on a Budget: NYX Total 
Control Drop Foundation 
öö This innovative and inclusive foundation is worth a try
öö ‘Oz Korean Cuisine’ review
The local Korean 
fried chicken place
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @reahbeauty
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Winter is coming...
FAX EXPO
2017
Writing about fashion—though always enjoyable—can be a 
difficult thing. It requires you to be able 
to pick out possible trends before such 
trends hit commercial shelves. You do 
this by examining the runway shows of 
major fashion labels, because although 
their presentations can be ostentatious 
or even somewhat gaudy, these over-the-
top runways serve as the inspiration for 
what you’ll see at your local mall down 
the line. Essentially, reading fashion 
trends is a bit like finding the common 
denominator in a math equation. You 
see all of the crazy, and you pick out 
what they have in common to determine 
what the underlying, driving force is—
and whatever that force may be, that’s 
your fashion trend for the season.
Seasonal fashion is usually 
determined by a biannual series of 
shows called “Fashion Week.” These 
occur in the four major fashion capitals; 
New York, London, Milan, and Paris. 
For the upcoming winter season, I 
decided to pay more attention to 
Paris Fashion Week, as there seems 
to be a steadily growing European 
influence within Vancouver fashion, 
especially as the weather turns colder.
Examining the shows of classic 
fashion powerhouses such as Chanel 
and Paco Rabanne, there is a very 
definitive trend towards lighter colour 
palettes. Greys, creams, whites, and 
especially silver will all play a major 
role in colouring our Christmas season. 
This isn’t to say that blacks and darker 
colours will be eliminated from the 
trend itinerary, but expect to see them 
softened with various off-whites and 
even some cool-toned pastels. 
Aesthetically, this coming winter 
will be characterized by various highly 
stylized “looks.” What I mean is that, 
depending on your personal preference, 
you can expect to see both tailored and 
free-form silhouettes. This is because 
there seems to be a direct disconnect or 
disagreement with what type of person 
these labels wish to dress. This is not 
necessarily a bad thing. What it means 
is that we have both a resurgence of 
’60s mod fashion for more formal or 
professional looks, as well as a continued 
fascination with casual ’90s street style. 
So expect to see a combination of short 
hemlines, boxy silhouettes, tall boots—
with oversized layers, urban accents, 
classic athletic wear, and chunky heels. 
Texturally, don’t be afraid to mix 
fabrics. Last winter was all about the 
velvet, but judging by what was shown 
on the runway early this autumn, this 
season will feature a wide range of 
fabric textures to mix and match. This 
is characteristic of both the ’60s and the 
’90s, when combining classical fabrics 
with more modern vinyls and plastics 
became all the rage to reflect a growing 
fascination with the future. This is 
especially relevant now, due to fashion’s 
changing moral compass. Earlier this 
year we saw Prada state that they will 
no longer use real fur, and many other 
major labels are attempting to move 
towards eco-friendlier alternatives within 
their production cycles. As such it isn’t 
surprising that said labels would want 
to show off a bit, and encourage the 
consumer to explore the various textiles 
that they have managed to create. 
As someone who loves fashion, 
and expressing personal style, I look 
forward to the coming season, and 
what it offers by way of the past, 
present, and future of the industry.
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öö Upcoming winter trends from Paris Fashion Week
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Vancouver 
Convention 
Centre
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
 O Sexism and the bystander effect
 O Sign language should be taught in schools
 O Please dress appropriately for the weather
And more!
One of the first things they tell you when you’re on the job hunt is 
to not post anything inappropriate or 
unprofessional on your social media, 
but why? According to a CareerBuilder 
survey, 70 per cent of employers 
use social media accounts to screen 
potential employees, and over a third 
of employers have fired or reprimanded 
employees for posting inappropriate 
content on their social media accounts. 
To these employers, how you present 
yourself on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram is an indicator of your 
work ethic and an accurate portrayal 
of how you are in real life. Nothing 
could be further from the truth.
Social media is a place for people to 
post about their personal and social lives. 
So, of course most of the time it is not 
going to be “professional.” It is not a place 
to be professional, it’s called social media 
for a reason. I can understand how some 
people are fired for posting racist, sexist, 
or hateful rhetoric on their social media 
accounts, as you probably wouldn’t want 
to work with someone who holds on to 
these toxic beliefs (I know I wouldn’t). 
However, if someone is posting pictures 
or content involving drinking, drugs, 
and partying, but they are punctual and 
hard-working, why should it matter? 
What people do in their personal 
lives outside of their work environment 
has no relevance to how they are as 
workers unless it is somehow affecting 
how they work. On the same note, I 
also think it is ridiculous that some 
employers require their employees to do 
drug tests. It is an invasion of privacy 
and if it doesn’t affect their work ethic, 
it should not matter how people spend 
their time when they are off the clock.
Your Twitter account is not a 
resume, so employers need to stop 
acting like it is. How people present 
themselves on social media and in 
a professional work setting are two 
completely different things, and it is 
time to stop treating them the same. 
öö Your personal life should not be a testament to your work ethic
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
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Employers checking employees’ 
social media is wrong
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
öö Child actors don’t need this bullshit
Stop sexualizing children
I can’t believe that this needs to be said, but sexualizing children is 
wrong, no matter what their profession 
is. It shouldn’t matter if they dress or 
look “old for their age.” They aren’t 
doing anything that can or should be 
interpreted as “sexy” or “adult” because 
they are children. They’re dressing 
how they want to express themselves 
and to figure out who they are.
During her UN speech about 
feminism, Emma Watson briefly 
discussed how during her Hermione days 
she was constantly sexualized by the 
media. She listed those moments as one 
of the reasons she became a feminist in 
the first place. The second that Watson 
hit puberty her body was made into an 
object for people to behold and define. 
The whole world got to see her grow up, 
and of course as magazines do best, they 
went on to discuss her fashion choices, 
body, and face as she was just getting 
used to the idea of breakouts and periods.
Another famous example of 
sexualizing children or underage 
actors in general, was when 17-year-old 
Brittney Spears appeared on the cover 
of Rolling Stone in a bra and panties 
while holding a Teletubby, because 
having her pose lying on a bed wasn’t 
bad enough without pointing out the 
fact that she was underage at the time. 
The cover’s sub-header read: “Inside the 
Heart, Mind, and Bedroom of a Teen 
Dream.” What makes this that much 
more disturbing is thinking about the 
demographic that reads Rolling Stone 
magazine. I doubt it was fellow teenagers 
that were looking at her half-naked body.
It appears that matters haven’t 
gotten any better since that infamous 
1999 photoshoot, as child actors of 
today are facing the same problems 
that stars of the past faced, if not to a 
more drastic extent with social media 
heavily contributing to the problem. 
This has especially affected the 
young cast of Stranger Things. Millie 
Bobby Brown was named one of the 
sexiest actors by W Magazine and her 
co-star, Finn Wolfhard, was hit on by a 
27-year-old model named Ali Michael. 
Both kids have only experienced 13 and 14 
years on this planet each. Not only is this 
completely inappropriate; it’s pedophilia 
and it needs to be treated as such. 
These kids are trying to grow up 
and live their lives and shouldn’t have 
to receive unwanted sexual attention 
from people who are way older than 
them. To those that argue that Finn 
should be psyched to have a 27-year-old 
hit on him, just look at his response to 
the situation on TMZ. He described the 
situation as “weird” and “creepy,” while 
trying to downplay the whole situation 
despite being visibly uncomfortable 
during the interview. This wasn’t the 
first instance when Finn and Millie have 
had to deal with inappropriate adult 
behavior towards them. Their Instagram 
comments are flooded with grown adults 
fangirling over them and talking about 
how cute they are. Finn was even called 
“daddy” by his fans, to the point that he 
had to ask them to stop calling him that 
because it made him uncomfortable. 
Why is it that cases like these are 
not taken as seriously as they would be 
if a teacher hit on their eighth grade 
student, or if a man on the street said that 
a 13-year-old girl is the “sexiest woman 
he’s ever seen?” Just because they’re in 
the spotlight does not give a free pass 
for any creepy adult to stalk them, 
comment inappropriate things about 
their appearance, or get angered when 
they don’t respond. At the end of the day, 
the Stranger Things kids are still growing 
up and the inappropriate way that grown 
adults act towards them should be taken 
way more seriously that is has been.
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There’s an odd, awful quirk of human nature that on an individual level, 
we tend to think does not apply to us. 
We believe ourselves to be good people, 
willing to step in if some great injustice 
or tragedy were unfolding in front of 
us, certain in our ability to know when 
action is needed on our part to prevent 
bad things from happening to other 
people. However, no matter what we 
might think of ourselves, science has 
proven that human beings—flawed 
creatures as we are—tend towards 
apathy or frozen inaction if there are 
enough of us all witnessing the same 
horrible thing. It is entirely possible 
for a person to die waiting for help 
after a terrible accident or attack with 
large swaths of onlookers observing 
the event and doing nothing about it. 
This is called the bystander effect. 
The bystander effect is an incredibly 
complex condition, one that I won’t 
detail here, but it provides some reason 
for why we’re not always the heroes and 
seekers of justice we hope ourselves to 
be. I’m sure we’ve all had moments we’ve 
regretted, moments we still think about, 
where we wish we had said something. 
Where we wish we had stepped in.
A friend of mine recently overheard 
a co-worker talking about the recent 
flood of sexual harassment and assault 
allegations in the news recently. The 
co-worker stated his incredulity and 
anger that people had known what 
the accused have been up to all these 
years, that such people are equally 
culpable for doing nothing to stop it. 
My friend has told this co-worker, 
several times, about behaviour 
in her workplace that has made 
her uncomfortable, about specific 
co-workers who speak to her in 
incredibly demeaning and upsetting 
ways. This co-worker tends to shrug 
these comments off, tells her that 
they’re good guys, really, just set in 
their ways, and finds the behaviour 
funny rather than threatening (likely 
because it isn’t happening to him). 
It isn’t just the bystander effect at 
play here. Often, it’s hard to think of 
ourselves as acting in any way similar 
to people whose behaviour we do not 
condone. It’s also hard to consider that 
people who you like, people who you 
work with and respect, are not extending 
that same respect to others within your 
workplace by virtue of their gender, 
race, sexuality, what have you. You 
know them to be good people—flawed 
people, people who say the wrong thing 
sometimes, but ultimately good at heart.
What’s paradoxical and utterly 
frustrating about this is that many 
people who think this way are in a 
perfect position to change things for 
the better. If a person doesn’t respect 
someone—and they might claim that 
they do, but if their actions show that 
they don’t, then at heart they don’t—
they’re hardly going to listen to what 
they have to say. A person who is being 
harassed at work shouldn’t have to go 
out of their way to befriend someone 
who abuses them for the sole purpose 
of suggesting that maybe, just maybe, 
their “friend” might consider treating 
them like a human being instead of an 
object. However, someone who already 
has the respect of their colleagues, who 
doesn’t have to wade through a sea of 
derogatory remarks and condescension, 
has the power to set the tone of the 
conversation. They have the power 
to correct the behaviour of others 
and be listened to while doing it.
This is the power of privilege, 
and an example of recognizing your 
privilege and putting it to good use. 
This is how you become that hero, 
that great intervener that you see 
yourself to be. It isn’t always a matter 
of saving someone from a car wreck 
or fighting off an attempted mugging 
of an old granny. Often, the best way 
to be a hero is to tell your friends 
when they’re being a fucking idiot and 
making someone uncomfortable. 
This requires you to listen, however, 
which is harder than just intuitively 
knowing when something is wrong 
and springing to action based on a gut 
feeling. I guarantee that if you listen—
to women, to People of Colour, to any 
marginalized person—you’ll get a far 
better sense of what is causing harm… 
or who is causing harm. After all, the 
first step in solving any problem is 
knowing there’s a problem to begin with.
It’s time to stop being a 
bystander, and start taking an active 
role in creating positive change. 
öö How to become pro-active in creating a safer environment for everyone
Rebecca Peterson
Assistant Editor
Sexism and the bystander effect
I guarantee that if you listen—to women, 
to People of Colour, to any marginalized 
person—you’ll get a far better sense of what is 
causing harm… or who is causing harm.”
There’s no nice way of looking at it: 
Breaking up sucks. Often, we are told 
that the easiest way to get over someone 
is to start dating someone new. I’d argue 
the opposite: It’s a band-aid solution that 
doesn’t consider the kind of personal 
growth needed after a difficult breakup.
Committing yourself to a person 
is a uniquely intimate thing. You share 
your life with them, they become part of 
your day-to-day. There are laughs, family 
dinners, and fights. When that ends, it is 
incredibly painful. In relationships, you 
can forget what it’s like being independent 
from another person, and part of breaking 
up is learning how to be alone again. You 
can’t spend years of your life defined by a 
relationship without it becoming integral 
to how you function in society. Although 
it sounds like the co-dependency of toxic 
relationships, this happens in even the 
healthiest of partnerships. 
It may seem easier to ignore the 
pain of that loss because it requires 
admitting that it is, in fact, a loss. You 
lose that connection with someone you 
once considered an important part of 
your life. Many people fill that void with a 
rebound, someone they date quickly after 
they’ve ended their previous relationship. 
However, by doing this you avoid the 
personal growth needed to get over a 
break-up because you’re distracted by 
the all the exciting “firsts” that come 
with meeting a new person, like first 
dates and first kisses. By jumping into 
another relationship, you are refusing 
personal autonomy. In my experience, 
people who jump from one relationship to 
the next are incredibly insecure people. 
It is unfair to deny the opportunity 
to become comfortable with yourself, 
by yourself. It’s equally unfair to use 
somebody as a distraction. You know you 
aren’t emotionally available to commit to 
someone else and often end up projecting 
your feelings for your ex onto this new 
person. 
Everybody has their own grief process, 
and if you are well adjusted enough 
after a breakup to healthily begin a new 
relationship, then by all means have at 
it, but be sure to honestly assess your 
motives before you do so. If any of them are 
“because I’m sad” or “because I’m lonely,” 
it’s probably just better to be sad or lonely 
for a while. Besides, time eventually heals 
all wounds, right?
 Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
öö Just be sad for a while
How rebounds are more harmful than helpful
opinions // no. 20 theotherpress.ca
If you went to school in Canada, chances are you had to take a French class, 
or even went to a French immersion 
school. French is the second official 
language in Canada, so there is a huge 
emphasis on learning the language 
because, as some teachers claim, 
“It will be helpful in the future.” 
Plot twist: I’ve never had to speak 
a word of French to anyone since 
learning it in the eighth grade, and 
have forgotten most it except for the 
initial greetings because of how little 
I’ve had to use it. However, there have 
been plenty of times that I’ve interacted 
with a deaf or hard of hearing person, 
and could not understand what they 
were communicating to me. Because 
of this, I believe that ASL or American 
Sign Language should be taught in 
schools alongside or instead of French, 
or any other language for that matter. 
The Canadian Association of the 
Deaf concludes that there are about 
357,000 profoundly deaf Canadians 
and about 3.21 million who are hard of 
hearing. Additionally, as reported by 
Census Canada 2016, there are about 
7.2 million Canadians—20.6 per cent 
of the Canadian population—whose 
mother tongue is French. However, most 
of them live in Quebec, where French 
is the majority spoken language. Living 
on the other side of the country in BC, 
where fluent French speakers are few 
and far between, and deaf or hard of 
hearing people being all over the world, 
I don’t see any reason why teaching 
French in public schools is considered 
more useful than sign language. 
Forget about how many people speak 
it, let’s talk about the accessibility of 
language. French speakers have the ability 
to learn English or to navigate their way 
in English speaking countries using 
dictionaries or some language learning 
resources. The deaf and hard of hearing 
community however, have no such luck. 
They certainly can’t learn to hear, and 
there are limited resources that help 
them communicate with hearing people. 
This is part of why I believe teaching sign 
language in schools is so important. 
Teaching ASL in schools provides a 
lot of benefits for not only deaf people. 
It creates a much friendlier community 
within public schools by bridging the 
gap between hearing and non-hearing 
people at a younger age. Deaf kids who 
become alienated from their peers 
because they can’t verbally communicate 
with them will have the opportunity 
to get to know their fellow classmates 
by teaching them sign language. It will 
also help people understand deafness 
and the deaf community on a more 
personal level. Teaching sign language to 
younger children also helps them develop 
fine motor skills, encourages healthy 
communication, makes them better 
spellers, and increases their vocabulary 
according to a study by Marilyn 
Daniels, Professor in the Department of 
Communication in Penn State University. 
With all the benefits that come 
from teaching and learning sign 
language, it is a wonder that it is still 
not being taught in schools. Hopefully 
it is only a matter of time that school 
systems begin incorporating it into 
their curriculum. The sooner we can 
facilitate communication between the 
hearing and deaf community, the better.
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
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Sign language should be taught in schools
öö If you’re going to teach a language, make it sign language
Although the first day of winter isn’t officially until December 21, it feels 
like it is already here—thanks, climate 
change—and in full force. Even as I 
write this, wearing a sweater inside of 
a somewhat-heated coffee shop, I am 
freezing my ass off. To think that there 
are people currently outside wearing 
just leggings or hoodies as their only 
defence in this climate makes me 
want to weep. Which brings me to my 
main point: Please, for the love of God, 
dress appropriately for the weather. 
The frustrating thing about this is 
that people usually know how cold it is, 
and know that they are going to freeze, 
but continue to underdress. Whether 
this is in the name of fashion or simply 
denial, I don’t know, but it’s time to 
face the cold, harsh reality (literally).
There is no such thing as bad 
weather, just bad clothing. Far too many 
times I have heard people complain 
about the weather while shivering 
outside because they didn’t wear enough, 
or the right kind of clothes, for the cold. 
If you’re going to complain about how 
freezing it is, make sure you are dressed 
enough to have a reason to. Of course 
you’re cold—you’re wearing a hoodie 
and leggings in six-degree weather. 
If you underdress at this time of the 
year, you only have yourself to blame. 
T-shirts, jeans with holes in them, 
hoodies, leggings, and for some reason 
shorts are poor clothing choices that I 
keep seeing being worn in this climate 
more often than I’d like. These articles 
of clothing are not enough to keep you 
warm in the cold unless you’re wearing 
them underneath more clothes. As much 
as you don’t want to admit it, this kind of 
weather calls for big coats, scarves, and 
gloves—so for your own sake, bundle up. 
I guess I feel so strongly about this 
because I was once that person standing 
outside in the freezing cold wearing 
nothing but a crop top and a skirt. I 
didn’t want to accept the fact it was no 
longer summer, and I hated wearing 
anything that covered up my outfit so 
much so that I would rather freeze, but I 
was young, and foolish. Don’t make the 
same mistakes I once did. Put a coat on. 
öö It isn’t worth the hypothermia
 Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Please dress appropriately for the weather
For your own sake, 
bundle up.”
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In August of 2017, Florida woman Bridget Ivery moved to the frozen 
wastes of the Lower Mainland, only to 
discover that things can actually be 
cold. When she first stepped outside 
on a November day, she found that the 
ground was covered in strange white 
crystals: What locals called “Snow.” 
Frightened but intrigued by the sudden 
change in circumstances, Ivery left 
the safety of her house to explore.
“The air hurt my face,” Ivery recalls. 
“My breath was forming little clouds 
in front of my face. I had seen this in 
movies, like the dinosaurs in Jurassic 
Park, but never thought it could happen 
for real. I thought it was an effect!”
She was soon shaking 
uncontrollably, not understanding her 
reaction to the cold. “What is this? I’ve 
never felt this way in my life. Where 
has the sun gone?” Indeed, the sun 
had been blanketed in low-hanging 
grey clouds and was now hidden 
from view. Her nose began to run 
and small icicles formed on the tip.
Despite these difficulties, Ivery 
went out to touch the snow. “It’s like 
that stuff we put in our drinks, ice, 
but shredded? The world is covered 
in Italian ice now?” She tried tasting 
some, and found it cold and flavorless. 
“Not Italian ice, just… ice? Weird.”
Ivery then turned her attention to 
the trees. “Why have they all turned 
funny colors? Some look dead. Is it 
acid rain? Should I not have eaten 
that ice stuff?” Of course, the trees 
had been changing colors for fall, 
and some had lost all their leaves in 
preparation for winter, something that, 
apparently, does not occur in Florida.
“The Christmas trees seem okay,” 
she remarked, noticing the pines. “Is 
this where Christmas comes from? 
It all looks like a Christmas card.”
“I don’t think I’ll ever be warm 
again,” Ivery said in her final statement 
to the Other Press. “At least I don’t 
have to worry about a hurricane 
knocking my house down again.”
We declined to take the time 
to explain earthquakes to her.
Bridget Ivery
Contributor
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So, you have a procrastination… er, what’s the word? I’ve completely 
forgotten it. I’ll have to look it up 
on Google. What’s that word that 
describes—me? Oh, I want to see what 
that is. Time to take a quiz. Apparently, 
the one word that describes me best 
is optimistic! Like, I’m optimistic that 
I’ll finish writing this article on time? 
That doesn’t sound right, I’ll have to try 
another quiz. Internet quizzes really are 
extremely reliable sources of information 
to teach you about yourself, and are 
not at all vague enough to describe 
basically anyone, to some extent.
Back to work. Okay, the word for 
an issue you struggle with, I can do 
this… No, I can’t. That’s okay, I’ll move 
on for now and come back to it. 
It’s that time of the year again: The 
semester is almost over, and you’re in 
the calm period before the storm cloud 
of assignments comes raining down on 
you. You feel like you have a lot of time 
to finish everything, and believe in your 
ability to frantically write an essay the 
night before without putting any research 
into it beforehand. Why wouldn’t you? 
You’ve been doing this for years. The 
only problem with your method this time 
is that you happen to have two essays 
due on the same day and another due 
the day before. What ever will you do?
What ever will I do? I have to apply 
to transfer to UBC before December 1 
in order to be eligible for scholarships, 
but I still haven’t requested my final 
transcripts. How long does it take to print 
off a sheet of paper, or two? Three, four 
days at the most? I haven’t even caught up 
on Stranger Things, and I’ve been stuck 
on chapter four of the book I’ve been 
trying to read since the beginning of the 
semester. I’ve been working really hard. 
Wait, have I been at this for an hour or 
more? Maybe I can take a quick break.
Okay, after that well-deserved five-
hour break I’m back in action. Where 
was I again? Oh yeah, procrastination.
A tip I always found helped me 
curb my problem with procrastination 
is writing a list of all the things I need 
to get done. Make sure the list isn’t too 
long or else you might get anxious from 
just looking at it. Tackle one thing at 
time and it’ll help you stay focused.
You know, what would make this 
go faster is some music. Onto YouTube 
I go. I’m not sure if I should listen to 
some ’90s hip-hop throwbacks, or go 
for something a little more modern. 
I guess I’ll go with recommended 
videos. I haven’t seen this new video 
yet, maybe if I watch only this one I’ll 
still be able to finish my work on time.
Ten music videos later, and it’s 
starting to get late. My brain is getting 
fried, and I don’t know if I can focus 
anymore. Would it be better to sleep now 
and wake up early? If I woke up early, 
I’d have time pressuring me to keep 
pressing forward. I do my best writing 
when I have a limited amount of time.
No, I better keep going. I’ll try to 
remember that word I forgot. Crap, I still 
don’t remember. What’s my problem?
Fuck it, I’ll finish this tomorrow.
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
Tips on curbing procrastination
öö Tip #1: Don’t put it off!
Florida woman discovers cold weather
öö New immigrant’s first winter experience
humour // no. 22 theotherpress.ca
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Citizens of Metro Vancouver are still reeling after hearing the news that 
Chantelle Miller moved to Calgary, 
yet failed to write and publish an open 
letter detailing the reasons why.
“I’m honestly speechless,” said 
Denise Burke, Miller’s neighbour 
and best friend since kindergarten. 
“I didn’t even know she had moved 
until I saw a Facebook status about her 
having a new Calgary phone number. 
I mean, Chantelle had told me she was 
moving, but I never saw her share an 
article about why she was moving, so 
I assumed it hadn’t happened yet.”
Miller, a 31-year-old graphic 
designer, moved to Vancouver in 2009, 
when the housing market was only just 
becoming the absolute clusterfuck it 
is today. Since then, she’s been reno-
victed five times, shared a house with 
11 roommates, and even tried living in 
her car for a month—all details that she 
definitely should’ve included in, at the 
very least, a Medium post, or something.
“I’m not surprised that she finally 
moved,” says Miller’s former boss, Andrew 
Schmidt. “It’s just, I’m shocked that she’d 
leave without even saying goodbye… In an 
open letter addressed directly to the city.”
Vancouver City Bylaw 7089 
states that “Any citizen relocating 
outside of the Lower Mainland must 
pen a-personal-yet-relatable thought 
piece on why he or she is leaving, and 
drag it out for at least 1,000 words.” 
The bylaw also specifies that all 
personal essays on leaving Vancouver 
are required to “begin with a fond 
memory of living in the city, and 
end on a regretful note of the writer 
not wanting to leave, but having no 
choice—even though they clearly do.”
“The incident has been reported to 
us, and we’re taking this very seriously,” 
Kevin Sloanes, bylaw officer, said in a 
statement earlier this week. “People 
need to understand that these laws 
apply to everyone, including young 
professionals, who feel like this city 
owes them a ticket to easy living.”
Introduced in response to the 
rising cost of housing, the bylaw also 
states that the open letter must be 
published either in a print publication 
like the Georgia Straight, or an online 
platform such as Slate or the Tyee. 
Lengthy Facebook statuses are not 
included under the bylaw, as not enough 
people will be able to see your clichéd 
argument for why no one could ever 
possibly live in this beautiful city.
Vancouver bylaw officers are 
currently looking into the situation, 
and say that Miller may be required 
to write a posthumous blog post on 
“Why I left Vancouver,” or, at the very 
least, submit a letter to the editor 
to a Lower Mainland newspaper.
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
öö City bylaw requires everyone leaving to publish article explaining why
Young woman moves without writing 
‘Why I’m leaving Vancouver’ open letter
A local writer has gained an international following and the 
critical acclaim of many greatly renowned 
authors for a novel that he will definitely 
write sometime this year, probably.
The writer in question, John 
Everyman, has been struggling to 
complete his magnum opus since his 
late teens, but is confident that he’s 
stumbled upon a winning plot outline 
for his debut novel. It is this plot 
outline that has made the rounds on 
social media, and has received multiple 
awards for its stunning originality, 
relevancy, and blistering commentary 
on the state of the human condition. 
“It’s utterly stunning,” said Head of 
the Pulitzer Prize Board Sally Bookmaster 
in an interview with the Other Press on 
Sunday. “We of the board have no doubt 
that once it’s finished and published, 
this book will change the way we see 
ourselves and others for the next decade… 
perhaps even the next hundred years. 
There was no doubt in our mind that 
this book was utterly deserving of the 
highest honour we had to bestow.”
“I mean, you just have to look at 
what this guy’s got planned,” said book 
enthusiast Paige Dhaliwal. “It’s got 
everything—twists, turns, a believable 
romance, the struggle between good and 
evil, it’s basically the perfect novel.”
The outline even has executive 
producers in Hollywood interested 
in bringing the impending novel 
to life on the big screen.
“We’ve already got Tom Hanks on 
the line for one of the supporting roles, 
Idris Elba for the lead,” said executive 
producer Gary Lowbar. “If we get 
Meryl Streep in on this we’ve basically 
got an Oscar hat-trick in the bag.”
“Well, we have Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Denzel Washington, and Viola Davis 
interested if we get the rights,” said 
executive producer Tim Decent, elbowing 
past Lowbar to speak to the press. “I mean, 
it’s hard to get much better than that.”
Everyman has said that he’s 
pleased about the reception his 
novel idea has received, but that it’s 
“ramped the pressure up somewhat.”
“I mean, this kind of reaction is 
really what I’ve dreamed of for almost 
a decade, honestly,” said Everyman, 
sitting in a coffee shop with his laptop 
open to a blank Word document as he 
spoke to the Other Press. “But I really 
gotta deliver now, which I think is a 
good thing. It kind of gives me that push 
to actually write the novel, right?”
The novel, according to Everyman, 
is about “a guy who like, experiences 
this incident that completely just 
shatters his worldview, and he sort of 
has to reconcile who he is with this 
thing that has happened, and what 
that’s going to turn him into and just 
sort of where his life is going.”
Everyman told the Other Press 
that he has the basic narrative beats 
sorted, he just has to put it all together.
“I really think that once it gets 
out there, it’s gonna be my best 
work,” said Everyman. “I’m just so 
excited for everyone to read it.”
Everyman’s novel is set to hit the 
shelves fall of 2018, most likely, if he 
doesn’t get writer’s block (again).
öö Nebulous concept of novel becomes New York Times bestseller, receives critical acclaim 
Rebecca Peterson
Assistant Editor
Writer wins Pulitzer Prize for 
novel they’ve never written
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HOLIDAY LUNCH,
MOVIES & 
SANTA PHOTOS!
TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 28 
COQ 
AB ATRIUM 
MOVIES START AT 
10:30AM 
ELF,  THE GRINCH & THE 
POLAR EXPRESS  
FREE TURKEY LUNCH 
AT 1 1AM  
WITH ALL  THE FIXINGS   
& GLUTEN FREE &  VEGAN 
OPTIONS TOO!
FOOD PROVIDED BY
F R E E
WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 29 
NWC 
CONCOURSE 
